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WEST — A massive ex-
plosion at a fertilizer plant 
near Waco on Wednesday 
killed an undetermined 
number of people and sent 
flames shooting into the sky, 
leaving the factory a smol-
dering ruin following a blast 
that damaged buildings for 
blocks in every direction.
The explosion at West 
Fertilizer Co in West, a 
community about 20 miles 
north of Waco, happened 
shortly before 8 p.m. and 
could be heard as far away 
as Waxahachie, 45 miles to 
the north. 
“We do have confirmed 
fatalities,” Texas Public 
Safety Department spokes-
man D.L. Wilson said at 
a news conference about 
four hours after the explo-
sion. “The number is not 
current yet. It could go up 
by the minute. We’re in 
there searching the area 
right now and making sure 
that it’s safe.”
Melany Jean, an 
anthropology and art history 
junior from West, said she felt 
helpless and shocked when 
she heard the news. Jean, who 
went to West High School, 
said her parents moved 
closer to Waco earlier this 
year, but her good friends 
and grandparents still live 
in town — and that she 
was able to contact them Despite a national un-
employment rate of 7.6 
percent, the University of 
Texas is hiring.
In the last two years, sev-
eral administrators have 
stepped down or left for 
various reasons, includ-
ing deans of law, natural 
sciences, social work, un-
dergraduate studies and 
graduate schools.
Last week, Gretchen Rit-
ter, vice provost for under-
graduate education and 
faculty governance, an-
nounced she will be leaving 
the University for a dean-
ship at Cornell University, 
while Steven Leslie, execu-
tive vice president and pro-
vost, announced he will be 
returning to teaching and 
research in the College of 
Pharmacy in February. 
At a Faculty Council 
meeting last month, UT 
President William Powers 
Jr. said filling at least one of 
those seats, the provost po-
sition, will be more compli-
cated than usual, largely as 
a result of tensions between 
the University and the UT 
System Board of Regents. 
“We’re in a tricky situa-
tion,” Powers said.
Jeremi Suri, history and 
public affairs professor, 
said these departures and 
recruitment complications 
reflect a larger trend, as 
tensions surrounding the 
Following failed legislation 
both at Texas A&M and at the 
state level that would defund 
LGBT centers and clubs in 
Texas, UT’s Gender and Sexu-
ality Center remains a place for 
queer students and their allies 
on campus who need support, 
guidance and friends.
The center offers students 
space to learn what gender and 
sexuality means and how to 
talk about it by utilizing trained 
professionals, a library on 
LGBT studies and connections 
through LGBT student groups, 
according to center director Ix-
chel Rosal. 
“The center is open to all 
students irrespective of how 
they identify,” Rosal said. “Stu-
dents don’t have to make the 
choice about which piece of 
their identity they bring into a 
room. Anyone including non-
LGBT people can come in to 
learn and not worry about be-
ing labeled one way or another.”
The center’s education coor-
dinator Shane Whalley said he 
A good fight isn’t fought 
alone, as is the thinking of 
the Diversity and Equity Stu-
dent Action and Advisory 
Council. Various organiza-
tions came “Out and Allied” 
during UT’s Ally Day on the 
East Mall.
Wednesday’s event, in-
tended to strengthen the 
relationship between the 
LGBT community and its 
allies, encouraged student 
organizations to announce 
themselves publicly as an 
ally. Each organization spot-
lighted a different issue that 
affects the LGBT commu-
nity through an activity or 
informational table.
Psychology senior Ash-
ley Hall said the event al-
lows organizations to take 
the first step in helping a 
marginalized community.
“For an organization to 
come out as an ally means that 
they are willing to take action 
to support a community in 
need,” Hall said. “The LG-
BTQ community, for instance, 
needs people to make calls to 
the Texas Legislature telling 
our representatives to pass 
the Fair Employment Act so 
that people can’t be fired based 
on their sexual orientation or 
gender identity.”
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Campus organizations publicly back 
LGBT community on UT’s Ally Day
Emily Ng | Daily Texan Staff 
Sophomore medical lab science student Petro On laughs with a friend as they make colorful flowers at a booth during Allies Day 
where student organizations came together to support the LGBT community Wednesday afternoon.
By Amanda O’Donnell
Debby Garcia | Daily Texan Staff
Chemistry freshman Julia Mace writes a haiku on a board that everyone can share their thoughts 
on weekly themes at the Gender Sexuality Center on Wednesday afternoon. 
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Two workers scale the side of a building at a construction site Wednesday afternoon.
FRAMES | FEAtuREd photo 
regents could make other 
options for faculty mem-
bers and administrators 
more attractive. 
Suri, who joined the 
UT faculty in 2011, said 
he left his previous posi-
tion at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in 
part because of political 
controversy. He said the 
situation here is playing 
out in a similar, if not 
identical, fashion, and 
might have serious im-
plications for the Univer-
sity’s recruitment efforts 
in the future.
“One difference — and 
it is a big difference — is 
that UT is far better run 
and has much more of an 
emphasis on maintain-
ing excellence,” Suri said. 
“There is also stronger 
support from alumni 
across the state. But there 
are people who see the 
University as a sitting 
duck, as something they 
can attack to earn politi-
cal points because they 
look tough ... and that 
makes it harder to re-
tain people and harder to 
bring in the best minds.” 
Alan Friedman, English 
professor and a former Fac-
ulty Council chairman who 
has worked at the University 
since 1964, said he also feels 
the board’s actions have an 
impact on faculty and admin-
istrative decision-making.
“There is a good deal 
of talk about what is hap-
pening on campus as a 
result of the regents’ ac-
tions, and some if it does 
factor into faculty mem-
bers who are not staying 
or who are not coming,” 
Friedman said. “I think 
a lot of faculty members 
feel the campus is under 
siege from the very people 
who are appointed to pro-
tect and support the qual-
ity of the educational ex-
perience on this campus.” 
Friedman cited the re-
gents’ recent decision to 
tighten conflict of interest 
policies as an example of a 
point of tension.
“A lot of time is being 
wasted on these new re-
quirements,” Friedman 
said. “Absolutely no justi-
fication was offered with 
regard to why the policies 
are being imposed on us, 
and there have been no 
studies done suggesting 
this will improve the situ-
ation on campus. We’re 
wasting time.”
Though some think the 
rate of administrative depar-
ture is a trend, others attri-
bute it to natural turnover. 
Leslie, who will step down 
Aug. 31, said turnover in 
faculty and administrative 
roles is something he dealt 
with every year as provost 
and is not unnatural.
“I’ll admit these are difficult 
times right now, but we’ve re-
cruited some of the top talent 
in the nation as leaders and 
deans and in other important 
posts,” Leslie said. “Under any 
circumstances, people who 
love higher education and 
want to lead will come here.” 
through social media.
“I heard from my im-
mediate friends, mostly 
because we’ve all been 
checking up on each oth-
er through social medial, 
twitter, etc..” Jean said. “So 
far, everyone has been fine, 
but it’s going to be an in-
credibly heavy blow. We’re 
a small community.”
Jean said she has faith in the 
resilience of her community.
“It’s a really small town, 
with a lot of people, and 
everyone is either family 
or feels like family,” Jean 
said. “I think the people 
who aren’t as affected will 
step up, quickly, for the 
people who are. It’s such a 
great town.”
Jean said the fertilizer 
plant, which is located in a 
residential area, has never 
been a cause for concern in 
the West community before.
“I’ve never heard anyone 
say they felt unsafe about it, 
ever,” Jean said. “Honestly, 
I’ve never even thought 
about it.” 
The explosion caused the 
roof of what appeared to be 
a housing complex of some 
kind to collapse. In aerial 
footage from NBC’s Dallas-
Fort Worth affiliate, KXAS, 
dozens of emergency vehi-
cles could be seen amassed 
at the scene. Entry into West 
was slow-going, as the roads 
were jammed with emer-
gency vehicles rushing in to 
help out.
Authorities set up a stag-
ing area on a flood-lit high 
school football field, where 
the injured were being treat-
ed or taken to area hospitals 
via road or helicopter.
Glenn A. Robinson, the 
chief executive of Hillcrest 
Baptist Medical Center in 
Waco, told CNN that his 
hospital had received 66 
injured people for treat-
ment, including 38 who 
were seriously hurt. He 
said the injuries included 
blast injuries, orthopedic 
injuries, large wounds and 
a lot of lacerations and 
cuts. The hospital has set 
up a hotline for families of 
the victims to get informa-
tion, he said.
American Red Cross 
crews from across Texas 
were being sent to the site, 
the organization said. Red 
Cross spokeswoman Anita 
Foster said the group was 
working with emergency 
management officials in 
West to find a safe shel-
ter for residents displaced 
from their homes. She said 
teams from Austin to Dal-
las and elsewhere are be-
ing sent to the community 
north of Waco.
Rod Aydelotte | Associated Press
Emergency workers evacuate the elderly from a damaged nursing home following an explosion at 
a fertilizer plant on Wednesday.  
organization pledges to con-
tinue to create awareness of 
LGBT issues through lobby-
ing students, creating events 
and hosting panels. 
The event also works to 
build coalitions between 
groups of underrepresented 
minorities who share com-
mon struggles, said Jazmin 
Estrada, mathematics senior 
and co-director of opera-
tions for the Latino Leader-
ship Council — one of the 
organizations that came out 
as an ally.
“Our activity consisted of 
rolling a large dice and re-
sponding to a hypothetical 
scenario,” Estrada said. “For 
instance, your nephew starts 
playing with a doll at a fam-
ily function. We were trying 
to get people to think about 
how machismo affects soci-
ety and the undocumented 
queer community.”
Kennon Kasischke, biology 
and psychology senior and 
member of the Queer Student 
Alliance, said the event also 
intends to attract less typical 
individuals to connect with 
the group.
“We really want to expand 
the idea of what it is to be an 
ally,” Kasischke said. “Typi-
cally it is thought to be a 
heterosexual individual. But 
you can be an ally regardless 
of your sexual orientation or 
gender identity.”
Samantha Robles, social 
work and Spanish senior and 
member of the Diversity and 
Equity Student Action and 
Advisory Council said the or-
ganization is always striving to 
address issues that concern the 
student body, such as gender-
inclusive housing.
“We added the second A [in 
DESAAC] recently for action,” 
Robles said. “I have learned 
that what’s most important is 
taking action. Finding ways 
to learn, go out and create 
change. Coming out as an ally 
is an action.”
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WASHINGTON — In a 
capital city on edge, letters 
sent to President Barack 
Obama and a Mississippi 
senator tested positive for 
poisonous ricin in prelimi-
nary checks, and authori-
ties chased a stream of false 
alarms about seemingly sus-
picious packages and mail 
sent to senators in Washing-
ton and beyond.
Authorities still waited for 
definitive tests on the letters 
to Obama and Sen. Roger 
Wicker, R-Miss., which had 
raised concern Wednes-
day at a time when many 
people were jittery after the 
Boston bombings.
An FBI intelligence bulle-
tin obtained by The Associat-
ed Press said those two letters 
were postmarked Memphis, 
Tenn. Both letters said: “To 
see a wrong and not expose 
it, is to become a silent part-
ner to its continuance.” Both 
were signed, “I am KC and I 
approve this message.”
The letters were inter-
cepted before reaching the 
White House or Senate. The 
FBI said Wednesday that 
more testing was underway. 
Preliminary field tests can 
often show false positives 
for ricin.
As authorities scurried to 
investigate three question-
able packages discovered 
in Senate office buildings, 
reports of suspicious items 
also came in from at least 
three senators’ offices in their 
home states.
Asuragen is a fast growing molecular diagnostics company located in South Austin. We develop products for 
cancer and neurodevelopmental diseases. Our products are sold worldwide. 
 
We have multiple scientific positions available and are looking to add individuals with a diverse blend of 
experience and disciplinary skills to our team.  We offer competitive salary, medical, dental, vision, disability and 
life insurance, a 401(k) plan with company matching, an employee bonus plan, and a tuition reimbursement plan. 
 
Visit our website for individual job descriptions. 
www.asuragen.com 
 
Asuragen is hiring scientists  
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BRIEFLY
Alex Brandon | Associated Press
A firefighter dressed in a protective suit walks out of a govern-
ment mail screening facility in Hyattsville, Md. on Wednesday.
By Eileen Sullivan 
& Laurie Kellman
Associated Press
Poisoned packages mailed to President, Senator
Stefan Wermuth | Associated Press
The coffin containing the body of former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher arrives for the ceremonial funeral at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London on 
Wednesday. World leaders and dignitaries from 170 countries attended the funeral.
LONDON — Margaret 
Thatcher was laid to rest 
Wednesday with prayers 
and ceremony, plus cheers 
and occasional jeers, as Brit-
ain paused to remember a 
leader who transformed the 
country — for the better 
according to many, but in 
some eyes for the worse.
Soaring hymns, Biblical 
verse and fond remembranc-
es echoed under the dome of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, as 2,300 
relatives, friends, colleagues 
and dignitaries attended a 
ceremonial funeral for Britain’s 
only female prime minister.
Queen Elizabeth II, cur-
rent and former prime min-
isters and representatives 
from 170 countries were 
among the mourners pack-
ing the cathedral, where 
Bishop of London Richard 
Chartres spoke of the strong 
feelings Thatcher still evokes 
23 years after leaving office.
“The storm of conflict-
ing opinions centers on the 
Mrs. Thatcher who became 
a symbolic figure — even 
an -ism,” he said. “It must be 
very difficult for those mem-
bers of her family and those 
closely associated with her to 
recognize the wife, the moth-
er and the grandmother in 
the mythological figure.”
“There is an important 
place for debating policies 
and legacy ... but here and 
today is neither the time nor 
the place,” he added.
Security for the funeral — 
the largest in London for more 
than a decade — was tight-
ened after bombings at the 
Boston Marathon on Monday.
More than 700 soldiers, 
sailors and air force person-
nel formed a ceremonial 
guard along the route taken 
by Thatcher’s coffin to the 
cathedral, and around 4,000 
police officers were on duty.
But while thousands of 
supporters and a smaller 
number of opponents traded 
shouts and arguments, there 
was no serious trouble. Police 
said there were no arrests, 
and the only items thrown at 
the cortege were flowers.
Before the service, 
Thatcher’s coffin was driven 
from the Houses of Parlia-
ment to the church of St. 
Clement Danes for prayers.
From there the coffin — 
draped in a Union flag and 
topped with white roses and 
a note from her children 
Mark and Carol reading “Be-
loved mother, always in our 
hearts” — was borne to the 
cathedral on a gun carriage 
drawn by six black horses.
Spectators lining the route 
broke into applause as the 
carriage passed by, although 
a few demonstrators staged 
silent protests by turning 
their backs on Thatcher’s 
coffin. One man held a ban-
ner declaring “rest in shame.”
Guests inside the cathedral 
included Thatcher’s political 
colleagues, rivals and her suc-
cessors as prime minister: John 
Major, Tony Blair, Gordon 
Brown and David Cameron.
Thatcher’s tenure coincided 
with — and influenced — the 
fall of the Berlin Wall and the 
“Reagan revolution” in the 
United States. Former U.S. 
first lady Nancy Reagan and 
onetime Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, both invitees with 
close ties to Thatcher’s lead-
ership, were kept away from 
the funeral by age. Argentine 
Ambassador Alicia Castro 
declined an invitation amid 
continuing acrimony over the 
1982 Falklands War.
By Cassandra Vinograd 
& Jill Lawless 
Associated Press
The Iron Casket
Nigeria to provide 
amnesty program
LAGOS, Nigeria — Nige-
ria formed a panel that will 
create an amnesty program 
for Islamic extremists to 
try to quell a bloody guer-
rilla campaign of bombings 
and shootings that’s killed 
hundreds of people across 
its north, the government 
said Wednesday.
The 26-person panel has a 
60-day deadline to come up 
with an offer for militants 
belonging to the Islamic 
extremist network Boko 
Haram and other groups 
now fighting against govern-
ment forces and killing civil-
ians with apparent impunity. 
The presidential commit-
tee, including police and 
military officials, as well as 
politicians and human rights 
activists, would “construc-
tively engage key members 
of Boko Haram and define 
a comprehensive and work-
able framework for resolv-
ing the crisis of insecurity in 
the country” as well as offer 




SALT LAKE CITY — 
Google will take over a 
troubled municipal fiber-
optic system and make 
Provo, Utah, the third city 
to get its high-speed In-
ternet service via fiber-
optic cables, the company 
announced Wednesday.
Google Fiber was rolled 
out in Kansas City, Mo., last 
year. The Mountain View, 
Calif., company announced 
earlier this month it will 
make Austin, Texas, the 
second city to get ultra-fast 
Internet service.
The Provo deal is the first 
time Google plans to acquire 
an existing fiber-optic sys-
tem. The city of 115,000 cre-
ated the fiber-optic network, 
iProvo, in 2004. 
—Compiled from 
Associated Press reports
Gun control proposal 
rejected by Senate
WASHINGTON — Senate 
scuttled the most far-reach-
ing gun control legislation 
in two decades Wednesday, 
rejecting tighter background 
checks for buyers and a ban 
on assault weapons as they 
spurned pleas from fami-
lies of victims of last win-
ter’s school massacre in 
Newtown, Conn.
“This effort isn’t over,” Pres-
ident Barack Obama vowed 
at the White House moments 
after the defeat on one of his 
top domestic priorities.
A bid to loosen restric-
tions on concealed weapons 
carried across state lines was 
rejected, as well.
First female British prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher remembered
4 OPINION
Many students and faculty have 
had the displeasure of encountering 
the strange black hairballs in the 
first floor elevator lobbies of Jester 
West. But though all who come 
across them are curious as to their 
source, no one has put any actual 
effort into uncovering the origins 
of this mystery. Why this is the 
case eludes me. Does nobody care 
that our wonderful custodial staff, 
led by Linda Houston, has to spend 
extra time and effort every day re-
moving the numerous balls of pe-
culiar hair? Also, if some students’ 
theories are correct as to the hair 
being of animal origin, does that 
possibility not raise a possible sani-
tation risk? With these concerns in 
mind, I took it upon myself to solve 
this conundrum once and for all.
I began my search by asking Hous-
ton herself. “I don’t know where it 
comes from, and I don’t know how 
it gets here,” Houston said. She went 
on to tell me that in the 25 years 
she’s been working for the school, 
she’s never seen anything like it, and 
she thinks it started last school year 
around the end of the spring semes-
ter. She told me that she believes it 
to be human hair, but would not 
comment on any of my suggestions 
as to the possible source.
I decided to take a more scien-
tific approach to the inquiry. But 
here again my efforts were stifled 
by the apathy and unwillingness to 
cooperate of individuals whose help 
I sought. In response to messages I 
sent out to professors involved in 
analytical biology, one professor 
even had the audacity to reply, “I’m 
not sure why you feel this topic is 
important enough to get people to 
spend time on it.” The more effort 
I put into my inquiries, the more 
I realized I was alone in my desire 
to free our custodial staff from this 
burden.
I resorted to probing the hairball 
knowledge of my fellow Jester resi-
dents. They presented some inter-
esting theories. Ian Howard, a me-
chanical engineering sophomore 
told me, “It must have something 
to do with the elevators, since 
it’s always in the elevator lobby.” 
Howard went on to theorize that 
the draft created by the elevators’ 
opening and closing doors may be 
causing the accumulations of hair, 
lint and dirt that are constantly ap-
pearing on the first floor. However, 
this theory didn’t explain why the 
hair is only appearing on the first 
floor, and not the others. It also 
fails to answer for the significant 
amount of hair in the first place.
At the Jester West front desk, 
the staff shared their ruminations 
on the subject. The most compel-
ling explanation was provided by 
a Jester R.A., who said, “It’s actu-
ally not human hair, but hair that 
comes off this brush that they use 
to clean the floors.” This seemed 
to make more sense than the other 
theories, so I decided to follow up 
on it. The next day I examined the 
machine for myself, and was dis-
appointed to find that the hairs 
did not resemble the fibers of the 
cleaning machine.
I appeared to be at a dead end 
once again, when I came upon a 
hypothesis that could explain ev-
erything. The machine used to 
clean the floors has a buffing pad 
that spins in a circular motion and 
doesn’t actually suck up anything. 
In doing this the pad must collect 
dirt, lint and hair, but because it 
doesn’t suck it up, it just accumu-
lates until a ball of it is big enough 
to break free from under the buf-
fer. This could very well explain 
the cause of the hairballs. Further-
more, because these hairballs are 
initially left behind, it is possible 
that foot-traffic or the draft from 
the elevators causes the hairballs to 
migrate and appear later.
Although this seemed to me to 
be the most likely theory, Houston 
was reluctant to hear it. “That’s not 
lint. We’ve always had dust bunnies, 
but this is hair! That buffer doesn’t 
do that. I can be down there, and I 
turn around, and there it is! But I 
really don’t know.”
In conclusion, it seems the re-
sources necessary to truly get to 
the bottom of this — a DNA labo-
ratory, for instance — are beyond 
my reach. Despite all of the obvi-
ous reasons justifying the need for 
an official investigation, I wouldn’t 
hold my breath. Furthermore, even 
though my efforts were largely un-
successful, what is the job of a stu-
dent reporter if not to ask the hard 
questions?
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A new program restricted by old ideas
GALLERY
Mystery hairballs plague Jester West
Perspective on a protest
Joey Cano
Daily Texan Columnist
For me, the Jefferson Center for Core Texts and Ideas 
seemed like yet another certificate offered in the market-
place of academic plans, a superfluous center to compete 
with Plan II and the other humanities programs in the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts. I decided to do some digging into the 
CTI certificate program to answer these questions: Why 
another center? With so much business in our lives, and 
with the University pushing us to graduate in four years, 
can we afford to submit to another checklist or, alterna-
tively, forego one of the more established elective routes? 
What is CTI’s claim to distinctiveness?
Thomas Pangle, co-director of the Jefferson Center for 
Core Texts and Ideas, deals with the organizational struc-
ture of the program. As he recalls, the existing program was 
based off a previous program, the so-called Western Civi-
lization program started by UT philosophy professor Robert 
Koons. (Though supportive of the general idea for core pro-
grams, Koons declined to be interviewed about CTI.)
As the Western Civilization program faced controversy 
for its allegedly narrow focus, it was expanded in 2009 into 
the CTI program to include more cross-cultural courses. The 
program faced a number of challenges including funding and 
cross-listing its courses with the core requirements as well as 
finding affiliated faculty willing to adjust their curricula to in-
clude more primary texts. The Center has received funds from 
The Weaver Foundation, the Jack Miller Center for Teaching 
American Founding Principles and History and the Veri-
tas Fund for Higher Education Reform, a New York-based 
philanthropic foundation “programs and courses in subjects 
which until now have been neglected” on college campuses.
Pangle says the funding has been used to provide a small 
book stipend for students and to give grants to faculty mem-
bers for summer work related to integrating their courses into 
the program. Pangle is also known for his closeness to the 
ideas of Leo Strauss, a German-American philosopher from 
the University of Chicago. He emphasized that Strauss did not 
advocate codes or double meanings, but a “hunger” for the 
reading of texts that emphasizes their “timeless” qualities.
When I talked to Lorraine Pangle, the other co-director of 
the program and Thomas Pangle’s wife, she explained that the 
curriculum is designed mainly to explain “the development 
of Western thought for Americans.” Lorraine Pangle believes 
that studying the foundations, as well as the criticisms of, 
America’s liberal democracy will strengthen a sense of citi-
zenship. Ultimately, she sees her program as a combination 
of modern critical thinking and a traditional “respect for the 
ancients” that “protected institutions they saw as healthy, in-
stitutions based partly on myth.” Although she is Straussian, 
she stresses that the program is not and that it draws on a 
variety of different viewpoints.
When asked about diversity, Lorraine Pangle pointed to-
ward the course list featuring History of the Religions of Asia 
and comparative religious courses such as Judaism, Christian-
ity and Islam. She also believes that the program increases dia-
logue between existing courses and works toward “improv-
ing” the UT core curriculum.
I have two reservations about the assumptions behind the 
program. The first is the idea of one core canon or text. Uni-
versity officials allow so many courses to fulfill core require-
ments because they realize that this type of category encom-
passes a broad range of texts, many of them new, and “outside 
the canon.” The idea of a core can seem to many as a vestige of 
Western colonialism. When taken to the extreme, it can lead 
to a rigid curriculum where education becomes the ability not 
to create, but merely to have a dialogue within more narrow 
parameters.
The second reservation accompanies the first. If America 
is the lens through which we view the world, we risk being 
unable to adapt to a fast-changing world where Western as-
sumptions are being challenged. Thomas Jefferson may be 
an inspiring figure from our past, but he is hardly the best 
symbol for America’s future.
My philosophical disagreements aside, for students who 
have elective hours and are still looking for a rigorous ap-
proach to textual analysis — education for education’s sake 
— Core Texts and Ideas presents one more interesting com-
pliment to the normal core programs.
Knoll is a Latin American Studies senior from Dallas.
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Since early this semester I’ve heard talk about privatiza-
tion — from some, how awful it is, and from others, how 
great it is. Like many people, I had no idea what it meant for 
a school to undergo privatization and what it would mean 
for my education. So I read more into it and found some 
examples closer to home than I’d expected. At Texas A&M 
University, the school’s costs are expected to be reduced sig-
nificantly by privatizing jobs and university operations such 
as housing and food services.
After UT President William Powers Jr. introduced the idea 
of “possibly taking advantage of outsourcing or privatization 
opportunities,” in a January 29 speech, I heard about a march 
and rally on April 10 against those changes. I went to check it 
out for myself to hear another point of view there.
Prior to the march, I interviewed Lucian Villasenor, an 
ethnic studies senior and one of the organizers of the rally. 
We discussed the troubling parts of Powers’ speech, such as 
exploring the privatization of housing, food and parking, 
and the failure to convincingly answer the questions most 
frequently asked, by students — is my tuition going to in-
crease? — and by University employees — is my job safe?
The march took place on a rainy Wednesday. It grew from 
a small quiet crowd at the Student Activities Center into a 
loud protest. 
Marching down Speedway and on toward the Capitol, 
students and members of the Texas State Employees Union 
(TSEU) recited chants like, “They say privatize, we say fight 
back!” and, “Hey, Powers, you’re no good, treat your workers 
like you should!”
At the Capitol, those who took part in the march joined 
other members already stationed outside. Because TSEU is 
part of Communication Workers of America — a national 
organization — many from outside UT marched and rallied 
as well, in the hopes that their voices would be heard.
Some feared what privatization would mean for their job 
security. Michael Corwin, a member of TSEU and the UT 
Briscoe Center’s Technical Services coordinator, confessed 
that even though he thinks his job is “relatively safe,” the 
possibility of losing it scared him.
Many students attended the march because they fear tu-
ition increases. Some questioned whether they could af-
ford to continue attending the University. Other students 
marched and rallied because even though an increase in tu-
ition would not affect them directly, it has the potential to 
affect other students facing financial troubles.
During the march I could feel the frustrations of those 
marching, and I saw firsthand how dedicated some students 
and workers were to their cause. To them, this privatiza-
tion proposal is more than just a plan to reduce costs, it’s 
a plan that threatens their financial lives. At several points, 
even when it was just a small crowd at the SAC, the ten-
sion between UT security and staff and those marching was 
palpable. After the march and after sufficient research into 
privatization, I believe that privatization is not the right step 
for our school to take, and I hope that students become more 
informed about the changes that our University faces. 
As a student, I want a plan that takes students and their 
education into account and minimizes the amount of jobs 
lost. Although I understand there is a financial struggle at 
the University, and the draw of the prospect of cost savings 
that A&M forecasts it will achieve with privatization, I sim-
ply want some sort of coordination so that I don’t feel as if 
things are being changed and done without considering job 
and tuition stability first. 
 Cano is an undergraduate studies freshman from Austin.
Travis Knoll
Daily Texan Columnist
Emily Ng| Daily Texan Staff 
In this April 10 photo, protesters rally at the Capitol in united support against UT President William Powers Jr.’s suggestion to 
take advantage of “outsourcing or privatization opportunities.”
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Streamed live to UT 
students and staff from 
Washington D.C., this 
year’s TEDMED confer-
ence explored perspec-
tives on modern medicine 
and health care around 
the world.
Carolyn Kenny, M.B.A. 
graduate student and 
president of the M.B.A. 
Healthcare Association 
which co-hosted the 
event with TEDxAustin, 
said TEDMED is an op-
portunity for viewers 
to learn about issues in 
health care directly from 
an influential collective 
of researchers. 
TED, which stands for 
Technology, Entertain-
ment and Design, is a 
set of conferences owned 
by the nonprofit Sapling 
Foundation. TED hosts 
programs around the 
globe and post lectures 
online, emphasizing in-
novative and engaging re-
search presentation.
“The idea behind TED-
MED is to bring speak-
ers who are innovators 
in their field together, 
and then people together 
to watch those speakers,” 
Kenny said. “It’s a big deal 
because it’s globally dis-
persed, so the conference 
is actually in Washington, 
D.C., but there’s people 
all around the world in 80 
different countries watch-
ing the content.”
The conference was 
streamed at the AT&T 
Executive Education and 
Conference Center. In 
one of many talks, Jona-
than Bush, an entrepre-
neur and CEO of athena-
health, spoke about the 
relationship between for-
profit and nonprofit insti-
tutions in health care. 
“He was talking about 
disrupting the idea that 
once you’re at the top, you 
have to protect your turf 
and stay only in that mar-
ket area, but you know, 
redefining and enlarging 
your market,” said Mela-
nie Smith, UT alumna and 
Austin resident. “I though 
that was a great idea.”
Although only day one 
of the three-day conference 
was screened, Kenny said 
students and staff have ac-
cess to all the content be-
cause of UT’s status as a 
TEDMED flagship affiliate.
“So we are hosting this 
one day of the event, but 
because we are a flagship 
affiliate, we actually are al-
lowing students and staff of 
the university to have ac-
cess to the content through 
Sunday, which is really ex-
citing,” Kenny said.
Shelly Tom, an M.B.A. 
graduate student and vice 
president of Austin af-
fairs of the M.B.A. Health 
care Association, said the 
TEDMED talks are im-
portant to the work of 
MBA students. 
“TEDMED, being 
very forward thinking, 
challenging conven-
tional thought, is really 
a great opportunity for 
us M.B.A. students to 
understand and listen to 
what these leaders, these 
scientists are doing, and 
how that can impact what 
we’re doing in our work 
and in our line of work,” 
Tom said.
Kenny said she expects 
there will be more TED 
screenings in the future.
“This is the second year 
that the M.B.A. Health 
care Association has 
hosted TEDMED, and I 
think that’s something 
we would like to contin-
ue to do in future years 
because we’re getting 
lots of positive response 
from the UT community 
about it.”
For five days, an alley in 
downtown Austin will experi-
ence a transformation into a 
colorful, yet temporary, work 
of art and architecture. 
An alley on Ninth Street be-
tween Congress Avenue and 
Brazos Street will be the sub-
ject of the project 20ft WIDE. 
From yoga to live music, 20ft 
WIDE will feature a variety 
of public events within the 
transformed alley. Work-
ing with Art Alliance Austin, 
architects Dan Cheetham, 
Michelle Tarsney and several 
other designers helped create 
and install 20ft WIDE – which 
is named after the standard 
width of Austin alleys.
“I love alleys because they 
really give a unique window 
into the history of cities,” said 
Cheetham, an alumnus of UT’s 
School of Architecture. “They 
have this inherent functional 
beauty in history that I think is 
really interesting.”
Cheetham said one of the 
goals of the project is to draw 
attention to the functional but 
beautiful elements of the al-
ley, such as mechanical pipes, 
conduits and fire escapes. Ac-
cording to Cheetham, the al-
ley will display colored twine 
strung between walls, hun-
dreds of origami cranes made 
by local children, murals and 
even a soundtrack. 
“[The goal is] to really re-
frame the alley and give it a 
personality, albeit temporarily,” 
Cheetham said. 
Cheetham said he hopes 
20ft WIDE will inspire oth-
ers, including students, to start 
temporary pop-up art in their 
own cities. 
“It’s an essay on a kind of can-
do attitude,” Cheetham said. 
Tarsney, who helped 
Cheetham install the string 
sculptures, said working on the 
project was a wonderful experi-
ence and a learning process. 
“Every project has different 
challenges and different mate-
rials and different groups you’re 
working with,” Tarsney said.
Tarsney said she hopes this 
project activates the alley in a 
way people can imagine the 
potential of the space. For 
her, alleys are a conglom-
eration of history that give 
rhythm to the structure of 
the city, Tarsney said. 
In addition to alleys’ func-
tion of storage and vehicular 
deliveries, Tarsney said she 
hopes the project inspires people 
to envision new roles for the al-
ley and to gain a new awareness 
of the urban environment. 
Meredith Powell, execu-
tive director for Art Alliance 
Austin, said the project will 
present a report to the City of 
Austin Downtown Commis-
sion for the potential uses of 
alleys. Powell said as Austin 
increases in public density, 
the urban alley system will 
become more critical.
“We all play a role in the de-
velopment of the city,” Tarsney 
said. “From the Art Alliance 
Austin perspective, it’s about 
participation and engagement.”
20ft WIDE lasts from 
Wednesday to Sunday. Events 
in the alley will include an 
opening party, idea presenta-
tions, a commuter breakfast, 
family activities and a day of 
exploring the alley.
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regents could make other 
options for faculty mem-
bers and administrators 
more attractive. 
Suri, who joined the 
UT faculty in 2011, said 
he left his previous posi-
tion at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in 
part because of political 
controversy. He said the 
situation here is playing 
out in a similar, if not 
identical, fashion, and 
might have serious im-
plications for the Univer-
sity’s recruitment efforts 
in the future.
“One difference — and 
it is a big difference — is 
that UT is far better run 
and has much more of an 
emphasis on maintain-
ing excellence,” Suri said. 
“There is also stronger 
support from alumni 
across the state. But there 
are people who see the 
University as a sitting 
duck, as something they 
can attack to earn politi-
cal points because they 
look tough ... and that 
makes it harder to re-
tain people and harder to 
bring in the best minds.” 
Alan Friedman, English 
professor and a former Fac-
ulty Council chairman who 
has worked at the University 
since 1964, said he also feels 
the board’s actions have an 
impact on faculty and admin-
istrative decision-making.
“There is a good deal 
of talk about what is hap-
pening on campus as a 
result of the regents’ ac-
tions, and some if it does 
factor into faculty mem-
bers who are not staying 
or who are not coming,” 
Friedman said. “I think 
a lot of faculty members 
feel the campus is under 
siege from the very people 
who are appointed to pro-
tect and support the qual-
ity of the educational ex-
perience on this campus.” 
Friedman cited the re-
gents’ recent decision to 
tighten conflict of interest 
policies as an example of a 
point of tension.
“A lot of time is being 
wasted on these new re-
quirements,” Friedman 
said. “Absolutely no justi-
fication was offered with 
regard to why the policies 
are being imposed on us, 
and there have been no 
studies done suggesting 
this will improve the situ-
ation on campus. We’re 
wasting time.”
Though some think the 
rate of administrative depar-
ture is a trend, others attri-
bute it to natural turnover. 
Leslie, who will step down 
Aug. 31, said turnover in 
faculty and administrative 
roles is something he dealt 
with every year as provost 
and is not unnatural.
“I’ll admit these are difficult 
times right now, but we’ve re-
cruited some of the top talent 
in the nation as leaders and 
deans and in other important 
posts,” Leslie said. “Under any 
circumstances, people who 
love higher education and 
want to lead will come here.” 
CITY
Austin artwork redefines alley
College Students con-
cerned about employment 
opportunities after gradu-
ation may want to consider 
a liberal arts education that 
encompasses a broad range 
of skills and knowledge.
A survey, released by the 
Association of American 
Colleges and Universities on 
April 10, finds employers be-
lieve colleges and universi-
ties are not doing a good job 
of preparing graduates for 
successful careers and indi-
cates recent college gradu-
ates should have more than 
just field-specific knowledge 
and skills.
In the LEAP Employer-
Educator Compact — also 
released last Wednesday 
— 160 employers and 107 
college presidents agreed to 
help make the importance 
of 21st century liberal arts 
education understood by 
the public and pledged to 
promote students access to 
this type of education.
Gary Susswein, a Univer-
sity spokesman, said UT is 
not a member of the Associ-
ation of American Colleges 
and Universities.
“Despite its very positive 
objectives, UT Austin is ac-
tually not a member of this 
organization, so we are not 
involved in this compact,” 
Susswien said. “Our mem-
ber organization is American 
Association of Universities.”
Barry Toiv, spokesman 
for American Association 
of Universities, said in the 
general sense, it is a good 
idea for students to gain 
skills that can serve them 
for a lifetime.
“We agree that what’s most 
important and what employ-
ers really want is for under-
graduates to have a broad 
liberal arts education that 
teaches them how to learn 
for a lifetime, and obviously 
there are certain skills that 
go with that,” Toiv said. “It’s 
a good idea for students to 
gain the kinds of skills that 
can serve them for a life-
time. It makes them better 
workers and citizens, and it 
makes them better members 
of their communities.”
According to Toiv, the as-
sociation’s member universi-
ties offer a variety of degrees. 
Despite the survey’s find-
ings, Toiv said degrees 
aimed at specific professions 
should not be off limits.
“We aren’t saying that 
those aren’t appropriate de-
grees,” Toiv said. “The point 
is that ideally, regardless of 
the degree that a student 
gets at one of our universi-
ties, the hope is that they 
emerge those broader skills 
that enable them to put that 
degree to the best use.”
UT spokeswoman Karen 
Adler said UT Austin has 
the resources available to 
provide the best resources 
for students who want a 
broad-based liberal arts 
education and an introduc-
tion to the hard sciences 
or professions.
“The University of Texas 
at Austin and all of our UT 
institutions are continu-
ally working to make sure 
our students graduate with 
marketable and real-world 
skills,” Adler said. “In to-
day’s world, that means a 
student’s education needs 
to cover a wide spectrum 
so that they acquire both 
broad and specific knowl-
edge and skills.”
NATIONAL
Employers seek more liberal arts majors
Emily Ng | Daily Texan Staff
The TedMed conference streamed live to the AT&T Center on 
Wednesday afternoon.
By Matthew Hart
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A crowd of people visit the unveiling of the Alley Art exhibition, a transformation of alley #111 on Ninth Street between Congress and 
Brazos into a vibrant public space Wednesday evening. 
By Mark Carrion
 — Carolyn Kenny
 M.B.A Graduate Student 
and president of the M.B.A
The idea behind 
TEDMED is to 
bring speakers 
who are  
innovators in their 
field together, 
and then people 
together to watch 
those speakers.
6 NEWS
While the queer com-
munity’s acronym includes 
the letters ‘L,’ ‘B,’ ‘G,’ ‘T’ 
and ‘Q,’ sometimes the ‘B’ 
gets left out.
In an effort to promote 
awareness about bisexuality 
and clear up common mis-
conceptions regarding issues 
relating to bisexuality, the 
Gender and Sexuality Center 
hosted social work lecturer 
Shane Whalley to present a 
lecture called “Learn More 
About the ‘B’ in LGBT” dur-
ing Pride Week.
“Bisexuality is defined as 
someone who is emotionally, 
sexually and romantically at-
tracted to more than one sex,” 
said Whalley, who is also the 
education coordinator of the 
Gender and Sexuality Cen-
ter. “This can be more than 
just men and women but also 
[transgender people].” 
Throughout the lecture, 
Whalley explained how 
many are unsure of how to 
handle the subject of bisexu-
ality. Others are quick to label 
bisexuals as gay or lesbian, 
especially in relationships, 
Whalley said. Additionally, 
it was discussed how there 
are a number of issues not 
understood in the public eye 
regarding sexuality. 
“Many think that bisexuals 
are attracted to every gender 
and that is untrue,” Whalley 
said. “Others think that bi-
sexuals are attracted 50/50 to 
each sex.” 
Whalley said sexuality 
cannot be assumed based 
off of the sex of a signifi-
cant other, because that 
implies attraction to one 
sex instead of two entirely 
different ones. 
“In my own world … sexu-
ality is not seen as a label, but 
an interest,” Whalley said. 
Whalley said there 
should be a box saying peo-
ple are interested in a sex, 
rather than labeling people 
under a particular type of 
sexual preference. 
“Bisexuality should be 
a part of the community, 
but it always isn’t,” Whalley 
said. “Society does not like 
to put things in a tiny box 
and have choices.”
Later in the lecture, audi-
ence members were selected 
to relay stories of a bisexual 
and gay member of the com-
munity and ask the audience 
for advice on handling cer-
tain problems. Such prob-
lems included placement in 
society, coming out to parents 
and identity. 
“I think that everyone is 
entitled to their own defini-
tion of their own sexuality,” 
said biology freshman Kari 
Yanez, who was in attendance 
at the event. “A lot of people 
don’t think bisexuals are ‘se-
rious’ … which contributes 
greatly to the discrimination. 
Events like this help people 
learn and lessen the prejudice 
against the label.” 
Yanez said people need 
to understand the choices 
of others, and that should 
not hinder how others 
are perceived.
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Group advocates against exclusionary bill
Amy Zhang | Daily Texan Staff 
Shane Whalley, the Education Coordinator of the Gender and Sexuality Center, talks about bisexuality on Wednesday afternoon. 
The open training sought to educate the public about common misconceptions concerning bisexuality.
hosts more than 100 training 
sessions and educational pro-
grams to groups that request 
the information. Whalley said 
working with groups and or-
ganizations on campus can 
help to understand the topics 
and learn to be allies if they are 
not LGBT individuals.
“When you come out as 
LGBT identitified, it’s not 
like someone gives you a 
manual that explains all 
about your identity,” Whal-
ley said. “This is a place 
where people come to learn 
more about themselves, in 
a place they know they’re 
going to get good informa-
tion. People share stories 
and experiences.”
A difficult balance
The center opened in 2004 
as a joint effort between a 
group of students who wanted 
an LGBT resource center and a 
group who wanted a women’s 
resource center, Rosal said.
UT alumnus Martin Torres 
can remember being on the 
40 Acres at a time when being 
openly gay was not nearly as 
well-supported.
Torres, who graduated in 
1984 with an advertising de-
gree, said trying to navigate his 
sexuality during the same time 
he was trying to discover who 
he was in college was a difficult 
balance, even without the fear 
of being ostracized.
“I think it was being rejected 
by friends and or family [that 
worried me most],” Torres said. 
“That was actually a common 
theme then — people would 
come out and their family and 
friends would reject them, and 
I think people today, through 
more visibility, are seeing that 
that’s not an acceptable thing 
to do.”
Torres said the mindset 
about being gay in the 1980s 
was completely different be-
cause of  various factors, such 
as a much smaller number of 
public gay role models, which 
affected the way of thinking 
back then.
Torres said institutional 
support was mainly sought 
out by members of the LGBT 
community who were al-
ready comfortable with their 
sexuality. Others who were 
less secure in their sexuality 
had fewer places to go with-
out running the risk of being 
judged by peers. 
“There was some sort of 
LGBT — or I guess just GL 
— organization at that time, 
but it’s like joining a club that 
you’re not quite sure you want 
to be a member of,” Torres said. 
“But the kind of support that I 
got was from my friends. I had 
very supportive friends and 
some not so supportive friends, 
but the friends who did help 
me helped a lot. That was key 
to making me feel okay with 
who I was.”
Home away from home
Ash Hall, a psychology 
senior and StandOUT co-
director, said her organi-
zation promotes queer is-
sues through advocacy and 
political activism.
“The culture of the space is one 
that gives students a break from 
sexism, homophobia and trans-
phobia while allowing them to 
build community together,” Hall 
said. “It is an amazing, revolu-
tionary space that makes lives on 
this campus happier and easier. 
Students can reliably come to the 
space and feel free of judgment 
and interact with their peers. 
They don’t have to hide any core 
parts of their identities.”
Hall said the center is sig-
nificant for symbolizing the 
University’s goal of being an 
accepting campus for the 
LGBT community.
“It was a home away from 
home, something especially 
important to me after a se-
mester at a homophobic 
university,” Hall, who trans-
ferred from Baylor Univer-
sity, said. “The center gave 
me a community, taught me 
how complex gender and 
sexuality really are, helped 
me develop my leadership 
skills and assisted me in find-
ing a purpose in life centered 
around social justice.” 
Kennon Kasischke, biol-
ogy and psychology senior and 
Queer Students Alliance direc-
tor, said the center is a connec-
tion point between the students 
LGBT community and the 
University. Kasischke said by 
working with student organi-
zations promoting equality for 
LGBT people, the center has a 
relevant sense of student con-
cerns and initiatives and can 
help accomplish them.
“I want it to be more visible 
to students on campus but still 
be a safe space and make sure 
students feel safe,” Kasischke 
said. “The center is also a grow-
ing resource for women issues 
and the student body should 
see the value in what the center 
has to offer people interested in 
these issues.”
Visible and out
Whalley said although the 
University has made strides 
to create an inclusive campus 
environment through having 
the center and encouraging 
student expression through 
organizations, there is still 
room for improvement at a 
cultural level. 
Kasischke proposed legisla-
tion at Student Government 
last week in support of main-
taining funding for the center 
through student tuition costs 
and keeping the center a prior-
ity of the University and stu-
dent body. Kasisichke said this 
was prompted by recent legis-
lation at the Texas Legislature 
and Texas A&M University’s 
Student Government Associa-
tion aiming to stop funding a 
similar center.
The SG assembly will 
discuss the proposal at 
Tuesday’s meeting.
Whalley said when all 
students feel safe to express 
their gender and sexuality 
in public, the campus will be 
fully inclusive.
“I hear people say it is a 
private matter but I don’t 
think heterosexuality is a 
private matter,” Whalley 
said. “People should be able 
to be visible and out. You 
can see couple on campus, 
but you don’t really see gay 
couples on campus. There 
should be more respectful 
curiosity with the LGBT 
community, the way there is 
with heterosexuality.”
ID continues from page 1
Student leaders and a 
Texas-based gay rights ad-
vocacy group voiced opposi-
tion Wednesday to a bill that 
would allow student organi-
zations to exclude members 
based on race, gender or 
sexual orientation.
As filed, the bill would cut 
state funding to higher educa-
tion institutions that require 
student organizations, includ-
ing religious organizations, to 
“allow any student enrolled at 
the institution to participate in 
the organization, regardless of 
the student’s beliefs or status, 
including race, gender and 
sexual orientation.”
Speaking to the Texas 
House Higher Education 
Committee, which left the 
bill pending, State Rep. Matt 
Krause, R-Fort Worth, the 
bill’s author, said a substituted 
version of the bill eliminates 
mention of race, gender and 
sexual orientation. He said 
the bill was intended to pre-
vent members who joined the 
organization for the purpose 
of undermining the orga-
nization from keeping their 
membership and attaining 
leadership positions.
“It was never our intent for 
this bill to approve of discrim-
inatory practices or things of 
that nature,” Krause said. “We 
only wanted to make sure 
that student organizations on 
campuses of higher learning 
were not forced to accept into 
their ranks people who would 
seek to undermine or devalue 
the original stated purpose 
for which they were created 
in the first place.”
Although the substituted 
version of the bill omits men-
tion of race, gender and sexu-
al orientation, opponents still 
submitted critical testimony. 
Many said they had not seen 
the committee substitute, 
which was not made available 
before the meeting.
Mackenzie Massey, presi-
dent of UT’s chapter of the 
Texas Freedom Network, an 
organization that supports 
civil liberties, said she be-
lieves the bill would violate 
the University’s core purpose 
to “transform lives for the 
benefit of society.”
“Discriminating against 
students based on the color 
of their skin, the people they 
build romantic relationships 
with or the gender marker on 
their birth certificate does not 
help transform lives for the 
benefit of society,” Massey said.
UT’s policy regarding 
membership in registered 
student organizations states 
that organizations may not 
deny membership “on the 
basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, gender, 
age, disability, citizenship, 
veteran status, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity or 
gender expression.”
However, the policy does 
state that “an organization 
created primarily for religious 
purposes may restrict the right 
to vote or hold office to per-
sons who subscribe to the or-
ganization’s statement of faith.”
Daniel Williams, field or-
ganizer and legislative spe-
cialist at Equality Texas, an 
LGBT lobbying organization, 
said the bill grants religious 
student organizations the 
exclusive ability to exclude 
members based on race, gen-
der and sexual orientation.
“Universities are work-
shops of ideas, laboratories 
of thought … we need a wide 
variety of viewpoints to exist 
within the university,” Wil-
liams said. “But, privileging 
one viewpoint over another 
negates that idea.”
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While the queer com-
munity’s acronym includes 
the letters ‘L,’ ‘B,’ ‘G,’ ‘T’ 
and ‘Q,’ sometimes the ‘B’ 
gets left out.
In an effort to promote 
awareness about bisexuality 
and clear up common mis-
conceptions regarding issues 
relating to bisexuality, the 
Gender and Sexuality Center 
hosted social work lecturer 
Shane Whalley to present a 
lecture called “Learn More 
About the ‘B’ in LGBT” dur-
ing Pride Week.
“Bisexuality is defined as 
someone who is emotionally, 
sexually and romantically at-
tracted to more than one sex,” 
said Whalley, who is also the 
education coordinator of the 
Gender and Sexuality Cen-
ter. “This can be more than 
just men and women but also 
[transgender people].” 
Throughout the lecture, 
Whalley explained how 
many are unsure of how to 
handle the subject of bisexu-
ality. Others are quick to label 
bisexuals as gay or lesbian, 
especially in relationships, 
Whalley said. Additionally, 
it was discussed how there 
are a number of issues not 
understood in the public eye 
regarding sexuality. 
“Many think that bisexuals 
are attracted to every gender 
and that is untrue,” Whalley 
said. “Others think that bi-
sexuals are attracted 50/50 to 
each sex.” 
Whalley said sexuality 
cannot be assumed based 
off of the sex of a signifi-
cant other, because that 
implies attraction to one 
sex instead of two entirely 
different ones. 
“In my own world … sexu-
ality is not seen as a label, but 
an interest,” Whalley said. 
Whalley said there 
should be a box saying peo-
ple are interested in a sex, 
rather than labeling people 
under a particular type of 
sexual preference. 
“Bisexuality should be 
a part of the community, 
but it always isn’t,” Whalley 
said. “Society does not like 
to put things in a tiny box 
and have choices.”
Later in the lecture, audi-
ence members were selected 
to relay stories of a bisexual 
and gay member of the com-
munity and ask the audience 
for advice on handling cer-
tain problems. Such prob-
lems included placement in 
society, coming out to parents 
and identity. 
“I think that everyone is 
entitled to their own defini-
tion of their own sexuality,” 
said biology freshman Kari 
Yanez, who was in attendance 
at the event. “A lot of people 
don’t think bisexuals are ‘se-
rious’ … which contributes 
greatly to the discrimination. 
Events like this help people 
learn and lessen the prejudice 
against the label.” 
Yanez said people need 
to understand the choices 
of others, and that should 
not hinder how others 
are perceived.
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Group advocates against exclusionary bill
Amy Zhang | Daily Texan Staff 
Shane Whalley, the Education Coordinator of the Gender and Sexuality Center, talks about bisexuality on Wednesday afternoon. 
The open training sought to educate the public about common misconceptions concerning bisexuality.
hosts more than 100 training 
sessions and educational pro-
grams to groups that request 
the information. Whalley said 
working with groups and or-
ganizations on campus can 
help to understand the topics 
and learn to be allies if they are 
not LGBT individuals.
“When you come out as 
LGBT identitified, it’s not 
like someone gives you a 
manual that explains all 
about your identity,” Whal-
ley said. “This is a place 
where people come to learn 
more about themselves, in 
a place they know they’re 
going to get good informa-
tion. People share stories 
and experiences.”
A difficult balance
The center opened in 2004 
as a joint effort between a 
group of students who wanted 
an LGBT resource center and a 
group who wanted a women’s 
resource center, Rosal said.
UT alumnus Martin Torres 
can remember being on the 
40 Acres at a time when being 
openly gay was not nearly as 
well-supported.
Torres, who graduated in 
1984 with an advertising de-
gree, said trying to navigate his 
sexuality during the same time 
he was trying to discover who 
he was in college was a difficult 
balance, even without the fear 
of being ostracized.
“I think it was being rejected 
by friends and or family [that 
worried me most],” Torres said. 
“That was actually a common 
theme then — people would 
come out and their family and 
friends would reject them, and 
I think people today, through 
more visibility, are seeing that 
that’s not an acceptable thing 
to do.”
Torres said the mindset 
about being gay in the 1980s 
was completely different be-
cause of  various factors, such 
as a much smaller number of 
public gay role models, which 
affected the way of thinking 
back then.
Torres said institutional 
support was mainly sought 
out by members of the LGBT 
community who were al-
ready comfortable with their 
sexuality. Others who were 
less secure in their sexuality 
had fewer places to go with-
out running the risk of being 
judged by peers. 
“There was some sort of 
LGBT — or I guess just GL 
— organization at that time, 
but it’s like joining a club that 
you’re not quite sure you want 
to be a member of,” Torres said. 
“But the kind of support that I 
got was from my friends. I had 
very supportive friends and 
some not so supportive friends, 
but the friends who did help 
me helped a lot. That was key 
to making me feel okay with 
who I was.”
Home away from home
Ash Hall, a psychology 
senior and StandOUT co-
director, said her organi-
zation promotes queer is-
sues through advocacy and 
political activism.
“The culture of the space is one 
that gives students a break from 
sexism, homophobia and trans-
phobia while allowing them to 
build community together,” Hall 
said. “It is an amazing, revolu-
tionary space that makes lives on 
this campus happier and easier. 
Students can reliably come to the 
space and feel free of judgment 
and interact with their peers. 
They don’t have to hide any core 
parts of their identities.”
Hall said the center is sig-
nificant for symbolizing the 
University’s goal of being an 
accepting campus for the 
LGBT community.
“It was a home away from 
home, something especially 
important to me after a se-
mester at a homophobic 
university,” Hall, who trans-
ferred from Baylor Univer-
sity, said. “The center gave 
me a community, taught me 
how complex gender and 
sexuality really are, helped 
me develop my leadership 
skills and assisted me in find-
ing a purpose in life centered 
around social justice.” 
Kennon Kasischke, biol-
ogy and psychology senior and 
Queer Students Alliance direc-
tor, said the center is a connec-
tion point between the students 
LGBT community and the 
University. Kasischke said by 
working with student organi-
zations promoting equality for 
LGBT people, the center has a 
relevant sense of student con-
cerns and initiatives and can 
help accomplish them.
“I want it to be more visible 
to students on campus but still 
be a safe space and make sure 
students feel safe,” Kasischke 
said. “The center is also a grow-
ing resource for women issues 
and the student body should 
see the value in what the center 
has to offer people interested in 
these issues.”
Visible and out
Whalley said although the 
University has made strides 
to create an inclusive campus 
environment through having 
the center and encouraging 
student expression through 
organizations, there is still 
room for improvement at a 
cultural level. 
Kasischke proposed legisla-
tion at Student Government 
last week in support of main-
taining funding for the center 
through student tuition costs 
and keeping the center a prior-
ity of the University and stu-
dent body. Kasisichke said this 
was prompted by recent legis-
lation at the Texas Legislature 
and Texas A&M University’s 
Student Government Associa-
tion aiming to stop funding a 
similar center.
The SG assembly will 
discuss the proposal at 
Tuesday’s meeting.
Whalley said when all 
students feel safe to express 
their gender and sexuality 
in public, the campus will be 
fully inclusive.
“I hear people say it is a 
private matter but I don’t 
think heterosexuality is a 
private matter,” Whalley 
said. “People should be able 
to be visible and out. You 
can see couple on campus, 
but you don’t really see gay 
couples on campus. There 
should be more respectful 
curiosity with the LGBT 
community, the way there is 
with heterosexuality.”
ID continues from page 1
Student leaders and a 
Texas-based gay rights ad-
vocacy group voiced opposi-
tion Wednesday to a bill that 
would allow student organi-
zations to exclude members 
based on race, gender or 
sexual orientation.
As filed, the bill would cut 
state funding to higher educa-
tion institutions that require 
student organizations, includ-
ing religious organizations, to 
“allow any student enrolled at 
the institution to participate in 
the organization, regardless of 
the student’s beliefs or status, 
including race, gender and 
sexual orientation.”
Speaking to the Texas 
House Higher Education 
Committee, which left the 
bill pending, State Rep. Matt 
Krause, R-Fort Worth, the 
bill’s author, said a substituted 
version of the bill eliminates 
mention of race, gender and 
sexual orientation. He said 
the bill was intended to pre-
vent members who joined the 
organization for the purpose 
of undermining the orga-
nization from keeping their 
membership and attaining 
leadership positions.
“It was never our intent for 
this bill to approve of discrim-
inatory practices or things of 
that nature,” Krause said. “We 
only wanted to make sure 
that student organizations on 
campuses of higher learning 
were not forced to accept into 
their ranks people who would 
seek to undermine or devalue 
the original stated purpose 
for which they were created 
in the first place.”
Although the substituted 
version of the bill omits men-
tion of race, gender and sexu-
al orientation, opponents still 
submitted critical testimony. 
Many said they had not seen 
the committee substitute, 
which was not made available 
before the meeting.
Mackenzie Massey, presi-
dent of UT’s chapter of the 
Texas Freedom Network, an 
organization that supports 
civil liberties, said she be-
lieves the bill would violate 
the University’s core purpose 
to “transform lives for the 
benefit of society.”
“Discriminating against 
students based on the color 
of their skin, the people they 
build romantic relationships 
with or the gender marker on 
their birth certificate does not 
help transform lives for the 
benefit of society,” Massey said.
UT’s policy regarding 
membership in registered 
student organizations states 
that organizations may not 
deny membership “on the 
basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, gender, 
age, disability, citizenship, 
veteran status, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity or 
gender expression.”
However, the policy does 
state that “an organization 
created primarily for religious 
purposes may restrict the right 
to vote or hold office to per-
sons who subscribe to the or-
ganization’s statement of faith.”
Daniel Williams, field or-
ganizer and legislative spe-
cialist at Equality Texas, an 
LGBT lobbying organization, 
said the bill grants religious 
student organizations the 
exclusive ability to exclude 
members based on race, gen-
der and sexual orientation.
“Universities are work-
shops of ideas, laboratories 
of thought … we need a wide 
variety of viewpoints to exist 
within the university,” Wil-
liams said. “But, privileging 
one viewpoint over another 
negates that idea.”
The path to Alex Oka-
for’s NFL career began 
with the sports dreams of a 
bumbling toddler. 
“Alex started playing 
sports when he was four, 
so every season since age 
four he’s been playing 
something,” Sonia Oka-
for, Alex’s mother, said at 
Texas’ Pro Day in March. 
“Football, basketball, soc-
cer.  He’s been doing this 
all his life.”
Sonia watched Alex’s 
drills from the bleachers, 
brimming with motherly 
pride and a bright smile.
“You just want your kids 
to do the best they can do,” 
she said. “I asked him last 
night and he said he felt 
really comfortable, he was 
prepared and pretty calm.”
Okafor will deal with 
another bout of nerves 
with the approaching NFL 
draft, which begins April 
25 and runs through April 
27. Draft analysts at CBSS-
ports.com predict Okafor 
to be selected as early as 
the second round, citing 
his strength and control of 
his hands and feet during 
plays as notable qualities.
The defensive end and 
Pflugerville native leapt 
onto the Texas scene and 
did not hesitate to exert 
his influence in his first 
year. With 14 starts as both 
a defensive end and on 
special teams, the stage was 
set for a fruitful career as 
a Longhorn. 
He continued to improve 
as a sophomore, appearing 
in all 12 games and start-
ing eight times, nailing 30 
tackles by the end of the 
season. With his junior 
year came 13 starts and a 
slew of awards, including 
a first team All-Big 12 se-
lection by coaches and first 
team All-Big 12 by a vari-
ety of news outlets. 
In his final year at Texas, 
Okafor stirred up impres-
sive numbers, topping the 
Big 12 in sacks per game 
and leading the team in 
sacks, quarterback pres-
sures, forced fumbles and 
tackles for loss. But a right 
hip injury he sustained at 
the end of the season led 
to less playing time against 
Kansas State.
The injury in his right 
hip forced him to miss the 
NFL combine, which made 
his performance at Texas 
Pro Day even more im-
portant for his prospective 
professional career.
“I wanted to show that I 
was healthy,” Okafor said 
after Texas’ Pro Day. “It’s 
just all mental. If you have 
a bad time, you can’t let 
that affect your whole day. 
You’ve just got to block 
things out.”
And while he was coy in 
discussing specifics, Okaf-
or seemed confident about 
his prospects.
“I met a lot of teams 
during the combine, a few 
teams right before this 






Christian Corona, Sports Editor 
Sports
7Thursday, April 18, 2013
Someone wins the 
NBA scoring title ev-
ery year. Each of the last 
three seasons, that some-
one was Oklahoma City’s 
Kevin Durant. 
But former Longhorn 
Kevin Durant did some-
thing this year accom-
plished by only five other 
players in NBA history 
— shoot 50 percent from 
the field, 40 percent from 
three-point range and 
90 percent from the free 
throw line in a season 
while taking the minimum 
amount of shots required. 
Durant was unable to win 
the scoring title for the 
fourth straight year, get-
ting passed up by the New 
York Knicks’ Carmelo An-
thony this month.
Anthony averaged a 
whopping 36.9 points per 
game in nine April games, 
sitting out the Knicks’ final 
two regular season games. 
Durant, who did not play 
in the Thunder’s regular 
season finale against Mil-
waukee, finished the year 
with 28.1 points per game, 
second only to Anthony’s 
28.7 points per game. 
Had he led the league in 
scoring this year, Durant 
would have joined Wilt 
Chamberlain and Michael 
Jordan as the only players 
to ever win four straight 
NBA scoring titles.
But Durant, who aver-
aged 25.8 points and 11.1 
points per game while 
winning multiple national 
player of the year honors 
during his only season at 
Texas six seasons ago, shot 
a career-high 51 percent 
from the floor, 41.6 per-
cent from the floor and 
an NBA-best 90.5 percent 
from the free throw line 
for Oklahoma City this 
year. In doing so, Durant, 
24, became the youngest 
player to ever join the 50-
40-90 club.
“It shows my progression 
as a player,” Durant told 
The Oklahoman last week. 
“It shows how far I’ve 
come as a player, from 
shooting 42 percent as 
a rookie to now shoot-
ing 50 [percent] for a 
whole season.”
Mark Price was 25 when 
he joined the 50-40-90 
club in 1989 while Steve 
Nash became the oldest 
player in NBA history to 
go 50-40-90 when he did 
The Texas offense may 
be garnering attention 
with its new tempo, but 
that doesn’t mean the de-
fense is taking it easy in 
the spring.
With nine returning 
starters, the defense is 
looking to regain its stat-
ure after a frustrating 2012 
season that was marred by 
missed tackles and over-
all sluggish play. The run 
defense was the worst in 
the Big 12 and 100th in 
the nation. 
Preparing for a 
better season means 
tough, physical play and 
a bit of nastiness. At least, 
that’s how defensive co-
ordinator Manny Diaz 
sees it.
“We need to establish 
ourselves as fast, tough 
and physical as the three 
ways we will be described 
next year,” Diaz said af-
ter the Orange and White 
scrimmage. “What we 
found out is that a defense 
is about all 11.  What we 
have to do is find a way 
that all 11 guys do their 
jobs and do it with a 
nasty disposition.”
Key returners include 
junior cornerback Quan-
dre Diggs, who led the 
team in interceptions last 
season and senior cor-
nerback Carrington Byn-
dom, who started in all 
13 games and followed 
closely behind Diggs in in-
terceptions. Senior safety 
Adrian Phillips, who fin-
ished 2012 as one of the 
top tacklers on the team, 
will also return for his last 
season. Junior safety Myk-
kele Thompson, who has 
not missed a game in his 
last two seasons, devel-
oped a knack for blocking 
It had been more than 
six months since Texas had 
lined up with Jordan Hicks 
in the middle of its defense 
during a game when he 
suited up for last month’s 
Orange-White Scrimmage. 
“Not even gonna lie 
it’s so good to have @
JHicks_3 lining up beside 
me again!” junior defen-
sive back Quandre Diggs 
tweeted two days before 
the March 30 spring game. 
“The QB of our defense! 
#DifferenceMaker.”
Hicks, who missed the 
final 10 games last season 
with a hip injury, was ac-
cused of sexually assaulting 
a woman in San Antonio, 
along with quarterback 
Case McCoy, the day be-
fore Texas’ win over Or-
egon State in the Alamo 
Bowl last December.
The Longhorns are going 
to need him this year.
Like McCoy, Hicks was 
disciplined and reinstated 
with the team in Janu-
ary. No charges were filed 
against either of them. 
Texas’ spring game was the 
first time fans got to see 
Hicks in action for awhile. 
He didn’t disappoint. Hicks 
made six tackles, two for a 
loss, and picked off a David 
Ash shovel pass, during last 
month’s spring game. 
He showed why Texas 
was the worst rushing de-
fense in the Big 12 during 
conference play last season. 
Emotion overtakes 
TD Garden in Boston
“We are Boston. We are 
Strong.” Those were the words 
projected on the center ice 
screen during the emotional 
pregame ceremony in Boston 
Wednesday night. 
It was an emotional night in 
the city as the Boston Bruins 
hosted the Buffalo Sabres in 
what was the first professional 
sports game in the city since the 
tragic events occurred at the 
Boston Marathon last Monday. 
Although the Bruins lost 
the game in a shootout, they 
gained a point which clinched 
them a playoff berth as they are 
now tied with Montreal atop 
the Northeast Division. 
The night was more than 
just a hockey game, however. 
It was a tribute to all of those 
affected by the events on 
“Marathon Monday”. 
The night started with a mo-
ment of silence and then tribute 
video of the Boston Marathon. 
Tears came when Boston favor-
ite Rene Rancourt, who was 
singing the National Anthem, 
let the audience take over sing-
ing and all 17,565 in attendance 
loudly sang America’s song fol-
lowed by a U.S.A. chant. 
At the end of the game, both 
teams met at center ice with 
sticks raised in a salute to the 
crowd in Boston. 
Instead of remembering a 
somewhat disappointing over-
time loss, the city of Boston 










Alex Okafor ready for NFL 
FOOTBALL
NBA
Durant youngest to join 50-40-90 club
By Christian Corona
FOOTBALL FOOTBALL
Up-tempo approach helps 
Texas on both sides of ball











the first game 
of last season. 
The Longhorns 








makes a tackle 
during Texas’ 
win over Ole 
Miss last 
September, the 
last game Hicks 
played in 2012.
By Rachel Thompson
Elisabeth Dillon | Daily Texan file photo
Former Texas defensive star Alex Okafor looks onto the field during the Longhorns’ final regular season game against Kansas State. 
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ATTENTION ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS! 
T e x a s  S t u d e n t  T V
Want to learn about television
production & programming?
The University of Texas student 
television wants to teach you
Learn all about TV news and entertainment 
programming;  how to write, shoot and edit.  
Participants will produce a news/feature program 
that will air on TSTV channel 29 and citywide on 
Cable Channel 16.
All counselors are Journalism and Radio-Television-
Film students on staff at award winning Texas 
Student Television.  For more information and 
applications:  www.TexasStudentTV.com
Contact the business office at 471-7051 or 
E-mail questions and registration form request to 
Dan Knight at danknight@austin.utexas.edu
Ages:  incoming 9th, 10th, 11th, & 12th graders
Cost:  $410/person per workshop  
(plus UT faculty/staff discount)
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THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 7 P.M. 
 
Professor Morris Dickstein presents  
“America’s Best Magazine? Commentary  
in the 1960s.” 
The Commentary archive resides at the Ransom 
Center and includes correspondence with Norman 
Mailer, Bernard Malamud, James Baldwin, and  
Elie Wiesel. 
FREE, BUT LIMITED SEATING
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Harry Ransom Center
The University of Texas at Austin
www.hrc.utexas.edu/events
512-471-8944
The lecture is funded by the generous support of the Albert and Ethel 
Herzstein Charitable Foundation and is co-sponsored by the Schusterman 
Center for Jewish Studies at The University of Texas at Austin. 
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While the rest of the 
Longhorns prepare for 
a hometown meet, nine 
distance runners will 
take a trip to Walnut, Ca-
lif. to compete in the Mt. 
SAC Relays on Thursday 
and Friday.
The Longhorns will 
open up their campaign 
with the three events on 
Thursday. Patrick Mc-
Gregor and Brady Turn-
bull, both part of the relay 
teams that dominated the 
Texas Relays, will compete 
in the 1,500-meter open 
division. The 10,000-me-
ter run then follows, with 
Rory Tunningley en-
tered in the invitational 
field and Mark Pinales 
running in the Olympic 
development race.
The action will then con-
tinue Friday night with the 
1,500-meter invitational, 
which will feature Kyle 
Merber and Trevor Van 
Ackeren. Van Ackeren has 
a good shot at winning, 
and will be motivated after 
coming in second behind 
teammate Austin Bussing 
in the same event at the 
Texas Invitational.
Three entrants will then 
finish off Friday and the 
Longhorns’ California ex-
cursion with the 5,000-me-
ter run. Ryan Dohner will 
run in the invitational, 
Daniel Vertiz will run in 
the open and Craig Lutz 
is entered in the Olympic 
development race.
The rest of the Long-
horns will stay at home in 
preparation for the Long-
horn Invitational, a one 
day, non-scored meet, 
hosted by Texas that is 
scheduled for Saturday at 
Mike A. Myers Stadium.
With most of the team 
resting for the Longhorn In-
vitational on Saturday, Texas 
sent a small group of mostly 
long distance runners to 
Walnut, Calif. to compete in 
the 55th annual Mt. SAC Re-
lays on Thursday and Friday.
Of those donning the 
burnt orange and white will 
be junior Brittany Marches. 
This will be only the third 
time this outdoor season 
that Marches will compete 
in her signature event, the 
3,000-meter steeplechase. 
But if her first two races are 
any indicators of how she 
will do, spectators can ex-
pect Marches to cross the 
line with a top-five finish 
on Thursday.
Junior Shanay Bris-
coe will be the only non-
long distance Longhorn 
at the relays. Briscoe will 
look to outdo the rest of 
the field in Friday’s high 
jump competition as she 
aims to win the event for 
the first time this outdoor 
season. Bricoe’s closest 
encounter to the top of 
the podium came more 
than two weeks ago at the 
Texas Relays when she 
finished third.
In total, 13 Longhorns 
will compete in just six 
events over the two-day pe-
riod. Friday will end with 
five Texas members rac-
ing in the 5,000-meters just 
hours before the Longhorn 
Invitational begins.
more scheduled,” he said 
at Texas Pro Day. “I don’t 
want to discuss what 
teams I have lined up, but 
I have some good things 
coming along.”
Head coach Mack Brown 
said Okafor’s versatility 
makes him a key asset for 
an NFL team to pick up.
“Alex can change direc-
tions and I think that’s 
what makes him so valu-
able to an NFL team,” 
Brown said.    
For Okafor — who 
was born in Dallas, lived 
in Arlington, moved 
to Houston and then 
Pflugerville before at-
tending college in Austin 
— a shot at an NFL career 
could mean moving be-
yond the borders of the 
Lone Star State. But Oka-
for isn’t worried about 
sacrificing barbecue and 
southern hospitality for 
the pursuit of his dreams.
“It’s exciting times, 
and I like to move 
around,” he said. “I love 
home but I’m embrac-
ing the opportunity to go 
somewhere else.”
punts last season. 
Younger members of the 
team will look to lineback-
ers Jordan Hicks and Dalton 
Santos for guidance, Diaz 
said. Santos, who lost a bit of 
weight since last season, now 
boasts a trimmer figure and 
confident outlook.
“He plays with a lot of pas-
sion,” Diaz said of Santos. “He 
plays with a lot of fire. Your 
players are always going to be 
driven by your hardest work-
ers. And they see that guy in 
the weight room just eating 
up the weights. You want to 
be around guys like that.”
Then there’s the versatile 
Duke Thomas, who played on 
defense and special teams in all 
12 games last year and worked 
out wide receiver in the spring 
game. His talents are wanted 
on both sides of the ball. Now 
it’s just a game of tug-of-war.
“A guy like that can help our 
football team in a lot of ways,” 
Diaz said of Thomas. “We 
need to make sure we use him 
in the best way possible.”
The up-tempo style has 
also impacted the defense, 
head coach Mack Brown said.
“We were at a disadvan-
tage some last year where 
you couldn’t practice against 
it very often, and then 
you’re out there and you’re 
wearing out,” Brown said. 
“We think that by working 
against tempo offense ev-
ery day in practice is going 
to help us a lot when we get 
ready to play against these 
type offenses in the fall.”
Senior defensive tackle 
Chris Whaley said the 
team is focused on turn-
ing things around after last 
year’s defensive struggles.    
“Last year was a letdown 
for the defense, but we 
don’t focus on that,” Whal-
ey said. “There is a big chip 
on our shoulder to come 
out and prove that we are 
still that tough Texas de-
fense. There’s a lot of senior 
leaders on this defense, and 
we are stressing that we 
are going to get this thing 
turned around.”
They didn’t have him. 
The Longhorns allowed 
224.7 passing yards per 
game against Big 12 foes, 
the second-fewest in the 
conference. But it was 
Texas’ run defense that 
killed its chances of hav-
ing a 10-win season. The 
Longhorns are going to 
have defend the run much 
better in 2013.
When Oklahoma pound-
ed Texas for the second 
straight year last October, 
the Sooners’ all-time lead-
ing passer, Landry Jones 
threw for 321 yards and 
two scores. But it was the 
Hicks-less Longhorns let-
ting OU run for 343 yards 
and six touchdowns that 
doomed them. 
Before Hicks was 
knocked out of Texas’ win 
over Ole Miss last Septem-
ber in the second quarter, 
the Longhorns were giving 
up 150 rushing yards per 
game while opponents av-
eraged four yards per car-
ry. Without Hicks, they al-
lowed 211.3 rushing yards 
per game as opponents av-
eraged 4.8 yards per carry. 
“Certainly our experi-
ence at linebacker has 
been telling,” defensive 
coordinator Manny Diaz 
said. “We are better off 
than we were at any point 
last season. What we have 
to do is find a way that 11 
guys do their jobs and do 
it with a nasty disposition. 
If we can find 11 guys to 
do their jobs and do them 
with a nasty attitude, we’ll 
be OK.”
Without Alex Okafor, 
Jackson Jeffcoat will have 
to step up and turn in a 
monster senior season. 
Texas needs a big year from 
Diggs as it adjusts to life 
without Kenny Vaccaro. 
But, more than any-
thing, it needs a healthy 
Jordan Hicks.
MEN’S Track & Field | Luis San Miguel woMEN’S track & field |Sebastian Herrera
Patrick McGregor  
Senior
Brittany Marches  
Junior
men’s tennis|Nitya duran
Lloyd Glasspool  
Sophomore
DIAZ
continues from page 7
NFL
continues from page 7
HICKS











































Depth ChartWe are better off than we were 
at any point last season. What we 
have to do is find a way that 11 
guys do their jobs and do it with a 
nasty disposition. If we can find 11 
guys to do their jobs and do them 
with a nasty attitude, we’ll be OK.
 — Manny Diaz, defensive coordinator
No. 19 Texas fell to No. 15 
Baylor, 6-1, on Wednesday 
as it was unable to rally from 
behind like it did against TCU 
last weekend.
The Longhorns dropped 
the doubles point (8-5, 9-8(6), 
8-6) for the third time in four 
matches during Big 12 play 
and was defeated in every 
singles spot except the No. 2 
singles position, where Lloyd 
Glasspool continued to play 
exceedingly well and managed 
to edge out 43rd-ranked Julian 
Lenz (7-6 (3), 7-6 (6)). 40th-
ranked Sophomore Soren 
Hess-Olesen, who is ranked 
No. 40 , has played well in the 
last two conference matches 
for the Longhorns, but lost to 
35th-ranked Patrick Pradella 
(6-2, 6-4) in No. 1 singles.
Texas will look for better 
play from 93rd-ranked senior 
leader Daniel Whitehead to 
bounce back from this defeat 
and gather momentum going 
into the Big 12 Championships 
next weekend.
The Longhorns had a two-
game win streak snapped with 
the loss to the Bears. Texas 
moves to 2-2 in conference 
play on the season with yester-
day’s defeat.
In order for Texas to stay 
competitive and make a run 
during the Big 12 Champion-
ships, the team will look for 
resilience as they prepare for a 
tough match up against Texas 
Tech as they play host this 
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The PerfecT SPoT! Five min-
utes to campus, with pool, UT 
shuttle/Metro, shopping, park-
ing, gated patio.
Century Plaza Apts. 4210 Red 
River (512)452.4366
Park Plaza and Park Court 
Apts. 915 & 923 E. 41st St. 
(512)452.6518




NoW Pre-LeASING IN WeST 
cAMPUS Studios and 1 bed-
rooms available for Summer or 
Fall move-in. 
Starting at $725!!! Most bills 
paid!!!
Red Oak Apts located at 2104 
San Gabriel St.
Envoy Apts located at 2108 San 
Gabriel St.
Diplomat Apts located at 1911 
San Gabriel St.
Barranca Square Apts located at 
910 W. 26th St.
Montage Apts located at 2812 
Rio Grande
Office hours M-F 8:30-5:00. 
Please visit us at www.wsgaus-
tin.com, call 512.499.8013 or 
email wsgaustin@yahoo.com 
NoW Pre-LeASING IN hYDe 
PArK Studios, 1 bedrooms & 2 
bedrooms available for Summer 
or Fall move-in.
Starting at $675!! Most bills 
paid!!!
Le Marquee Apts located at 302 
W. 38th St.
Monticello Apts located at 306 
W. 38th St.
Melroy Apts located at 3408 
Speedway
Office hours M-F 8:30-5:00. 
Please visit us at www.wsgaus-




hoMe W 35Th ST*
2Car Garage*HomeBuilt 2006 
*Refrig/Washer/Dryer*Fenced 
Yard*Pre-Leasing for 
8/3/13*Rent $4295 Deposit 
$4295($715/room) TexCen Re-







We WANT To ADoPT! Happily 
married couple wishes to adopt 
a newborn baby through an 
Open Adoption. All the choices 
are yours! We can be reached 
at 910-603-0626 or 1-800-581-
6131. You may also wish to view 
our website at: iheartadoption.







All Races Needed. SAT>1100/
ACT>24/GPA>3.0 N/Smokers, 





Staff needed! Visit www.adven-
turecamptexas.com or call for 
more information. 512-417-6127
800 General Help Wanted
oNLINe cUSToMer ServIce 
jobs earn $25-$50 and more per 













ServerS and HoStS PT/
FT flexible schedules. Email 




BooKS: Alors! Wolfclaw zee 
cocker spaniel ees missing! 
Why? Learn zee terrible truth in 
Clumsy Hearts, a slightly mis-
guided romance, by Hysteria 
Molt. Available via Amazon.
com. 




18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program
DailyTexanClassifieds.com
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it for the fourth time at 
age 36 in 2010. Nash, 
39, nearly pulled off an-
other 50-40-90 season 
this year, shooting 43.8 
percent from three-point 
range, 92.2 percent from 
the free throw line but 
just 49.7 percent from the 
floor in his first year with 
the Lakers this season, 
although he didn’t shoot 
enough to qualify for his 
fifth 50-40-90 season.
The 28.1 points per 
game Durant scored this 
season was the second-
most by a player to go 
50-40-90 in a season, less 
than only the 29.9 points 
per game Bird averaged 
when he did it in 1988. 
If the Thunder win the 
NBA title this year, Du-
rant would become the 
first in league history to 
ever go 50-40-90 and win 
a championship in the 
same season. Bird came 
the closest to pulling it 
off, leading the Celtics 
to the 1987 Finals, where 
they fell to the Lakers in 
six games.
It was the first time that 
anyone went 50-40-90 
since Steve Nash did it for 
the third consecutive sea-
son in 2010 and the tenth 
time anyone had done it 
ever. Larry Bird, the only 
other player to accom-
plish the feat multiple 
times, was the first to do 
it, going 50-40-90 in 1987 
and 1988. Price (1989), 
Reggie Miller (1993) and 
Dirk Nowitzki (2006) are 
the only others in the 50-
40-90 club.
DIAZ
continues from page 7
NBA
NBA continues from page 7
Lakers beat Rockets in overtime
Jae C. Hong | Associated Press
Steve Blake, Antwan Jamison, Pau Gasol and Dwight Howard celebrate during the Los Angeles Lakers’ 99-95 win over the Houston Rockets on 
Wednesday night. With the win, the Lakers clinched the No. 7 seed in the Western Conference playoffs while the Rockets got the No. 8 seed.
Don Ryan | Associated Press
Former Longhorn Kevin Durant didn’t win a fourth straight scoring 
title but became the youngest to join the 50-40-90 club this year.
LOS ANGELES — Steve 
Blake scored 24 points, Pau 
Gasol added his seventh ca-
reer triple-double, and the 
Los Angeles Lakers secured 
the seventh playoff seed in the 
Western Conference with a 99-
95 overtime victory over the 
Houston Rockets on Wednes-
day night.
Dwight Howard had 16 
points and 18 rebounds, and 
the All-Star center blocked 
James Harden’s shot in the fi-
nal seconds of overtime for 
the Lakers (45-37), who only 
clinched a playoff berth about 
10 minutes before tipoff in 
their season finale.
After winning once more 
without Kobe Bryant and 
Steve Nash, Los Angeles 
will face second-seeded San 
Antonio in the first round.
Chandler Parsons hit a tying 
3-pointer from three steps be-
hind the line at the regulation 
buzzer for the Rockets (45-37), 
who will face top-seeded Okla-
homa City after losing four of 
six to end the regular season.
Harden scored 30 points 
and Parsons had 23 for the 
Rockets, who already knew 
they were back in the postsea-
son after a three-year absence, 
but could have ended up in 
three seedings depending on 
Wednesday’s results. Hous-
ton had a shot at the No. 6 
spot before Golden State beat 
Portland earlier, but Los An-
geles holds the tiebreaker on 
the Rockets.
Gasol had 17 points, 20 re-
bounds and 11 assists in his 
second triple-double in three 
games for the Lakers, who 
also held Houston well below 
its NBA-best average of 106.1 
points per game. After a rocky 
regular season, the Lakers are 
heading into the playoffs with 
five straight wins, and eight in 
their last nine games.
The Lakers even won twice 
without Bryant, who tore his 
Achilles tendon last Friday and 
watched another game from his 
home in Orange County. Nash 
hasn’t played in eight games 
with a hamstring injury, but the 
Lakers finished the regular sea-
son with a gritty comeback win 
despite Chandler’s heroics.
Houston led for most of the 
night before the Lakers went 
ahead with 6½ minutes to 
play, but both teams struggled 
offensively in the final min-
utes before Parsons ended up 
alone with the ball near mid-
court in the final seconds after 
a broken-play scramble. His 
desperate 3-pointer had al-
most no arch, but dropped in 
to force overtime.
Neither team made a shot in 
overtime until Gasol’s jumper 
with 2:26 left, ending a field-
goal drought of more than 
eight minutes for the Lakers. 
After Jodie Meeks drove the 
baseline and dunked in the 
final minute, Howard stepped 
in front of Harden and blocked 
the Houston star’s drive with 
20 seconds left.
The Lakers nursed a small 
lead over the Jazz (43-39) 
down the stretch of their tu-
multuous season, but Utah 
held the tiebreaker. The 
Jazz’s 86-70 loss in Memphis 
clinched the Lakers’ eighth 
straight postseason berth, 
but the Lakers still had ample 
reason to play hard against 
the Rockets, given their likely 
preference for facing San An-
tonio instead of Oklahoma 
City, which easily ousted 
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have been here around the 
clock, sleeping in the lab,” 
Nguyen said. “We really have 
no time to go home or do 
much anything else. Once fall 
semester starts and you start 
working on your first sketch 
for your first look, that’s it, 
you give up your life.”
The late nights, the plan-
ning, the manual labor will 
all come to fruition tonight 
at 7:15 p.m. at the Frank Er-
win Center. The program is 
free to the public and features 
events starting at 5:30, with 
an after-party downtown 
to follow the runway show. 
Along with gaining exposure 
for their work, awards will 
be given for Most Innovative 
Collection, Most Marketable 
Collection and Best Evening 
Gown, among others. To the 
officers, committee members 
and designers, the production 
will be the result of months of 
work, and a sigh of relief.
“I feel like I won’t even be 
able to breathe again until 
Saturday, when everything’s 
all done and taken care of,” 
Aguilera said. “I always com-
pare it to being pregnant. 
When I became president 
I was like, ‘Okay, I’m preg-
nant.’ And through the past 
months it’s been like mak-
ing sure everything was all 
in place for when the baby 
arrives…once the show hap-
pens, it’ll be like my baby’s 
finally born.”
however, created a list of 
rules that had to be fol-
lowed in order for the play 
to be performed. Every 
production of the play must 
have a local beneficiary that 
helps end violence against 
women and girls.  
The Austin production 
of “The Vagina Mono-
logues” has two local ben-
eficiaries. The first being 
The Central Texas Coali-
tion Against Human Traf-
ficking, an organization 
working to help minors 
who were forced into the 
sex trade. The second 
is Empower Art, a non-
profit started by Gorbett 
to help surviving women 
cope with family vio-
lence and sexual violence 
they have faced. 
Gorbett said the cast, 
who often refer to them-
selves as vagina warriors, 
represent a wide range of 
women including teachers, 
law enforcement, come-
dians, actresses or women 
who have never been on 
stage before.  
Cast member Adriana 
Duarte, discovered “The 
Vagina Monologues” while 
working for the Austin 
Police Department Vic-
tim Services as a coun-
selor for female audience 
members in case they were 
triggered by the material 
in the play. Because she 
was empowered by the 
play, Duarte began getting 
more involved. 
“Hearing the word ‘va-
gina’ over and over again in 
this context makes women 
feel more comfortable with 
it,” Duarte said. “And hear-
ing a description of an or-
gasm, or of the anatomy of 
the vagina that we all know 
but we don’t talk about be-
cause it’s not politically cor-
rect. And also to demystify 
the word ‘vagina’, and take 
power away from the offen-
sive words that are used to 
describe the vagina.” 
Susie Gidseg, fellow cast 
member, said the female 
genitalia is surrounded by 
a social stigma. 
“Why is it not okay to 
have sexuality and to have 
body parts?” Gidseg said. 
“I still don’t know. But us 
putting it out there forces 
people to realize that if 
they blush when they say 
or hear ‘vagina’, some-
thing’s up.”
Gorbett said the play is 
a good medium to educate 
people about the violence 
women face, but par-
ticularly the violence that 
young women face. 
“Unfortunately young 
women, whether they’re in 
elementary school, junior 
high or high school, are ex-
posed to these things that 
the play is talking about,” 
Gorbett said. “Whether it’s 
rape or incest, or teen dat-
ing violence, these are real 
things that effect people 
here in Austin but also all 
over the world. The thing 
that is important, that 
I think even a teenager 
could see is the overall 
strength and the bravery it 
takes to tell your story.”
Cast member, Roxana 
Ortega-Hart, said she hopes 
women watch the play and 
realize there are women 
all over the world experi-
encing these issues. Work-
ing in the Family Violence 
Unit for the Austin Police 
Department, Ortega-Hart 
feels a personal connection 
with the play’s manifesto. 
“Through my job I work 
with a lot of victims, so I 
feel like I’m doing this on 
behalf of those victims,” 
Ortega-Hart said. 
Gorbett said “The Va-
gina Monologues” isn’t 
against the male sex or 
“anti-man” at all. The play 
attempts to educate au-
diences about violence 
against women while get-
ting people to talk about 
women’s issues. 
“The play is a call to 
action,” Gorbett said. “It 
pushes the envelope and 
forces people to think. 
Some of these issues 
may make you uncom-
fortable, but you’re not 
gonna walk away without 
feeling something.”
SEX
continues from page 12
connection between people 
and place is an underlying 
theme in all my plays, I have 
become increasingly inter-
ested in the permeability of 
place: the way one location 
suddenly crashes into anoth-
er, or how two locations live 
on the stage simultaneously.”
“70 Secrets of Marmalade 
Kittens” is set on a rural Iowa 
hog confinement farm, and 
the porcelain kittens act as a 
medium between the audi-
ence and the inner thoughts 
of the characters. The play 
jumps between the period 
before Quinn leaves and the 
effects of her abandonment 
10 years later. 
“The search for home is a 
thematic thread that is very 
much sewn through all of 
my work. Questions of how 
we seek out and claim the 
places we call home, and how 
we balance our geographic 
homes with the homes we 
build in other people have 
always been a core conflict in 
my plays,” Reisman said. 
The kittens attempt to 
show Quinn that happiness 
can be achieved depend-
ing on the lengths she is 
willing to go.  
“I am one of the two kit-
tens in the play. Our char-
acters, the kittens, are the 
bridge in people’s lives. We 
talk to both the audience, 
Quinn, and a few other 
characters,” actor Stephen 
Mabry said. “We connect 
both the passion of the per-
son to their inner needs as a 
human. The play moves fast 
and our characters help push 
the storyline.” 
His kitten counterpart, 
theater and dance sopho-
more Alani Chock, agreed.
“I think the play shows the 
battle most of us have in our 
minds, between doing the 
things we really want to do in 
life, and our responsibilities,” 
Chock said.
Though both Mabry and 
Chock were experiencing 
their first college theater pro-
duction, they were able to 
work on crafting and shaping 
the play. 
“Since this is ‘new theatre’ 
we have been developing the 
play over the past few months 
and lines have been changed, 
altered, switched and omit-
ted,” Mabry said. “Something 
that I have had difficulties 
with is remembering and un-
remembering the lines.”
Because the script was 
constantly changing, the cast 
had to adapt to new lines and 
scenes. This posed some dif-
ficulties for the kittens that 
both speak in unison, over-
laps and undercuts. How-
ever, this flexibility also gives 
the members the opportu-
nity to transform the script. 
“Our work in production 
has been to lean into and 
embody the fluid, transfor-
mational elements of the 
story that Gabby referred to 
as core to this play, investi-
gating how we might both 
clearly establish separate 
places, different times, and 
then begin to blur the lines in 
a way that feels cohesive and 
authentic to the story Gabby 
has created,” Hutchison said. 
“There is magic in this world, 
and the potential for person-
al transformations that run 
even deeper than leaps across 
time and space.” 
PLAY
continues from page 12
Photo courtesy of Cassie Gholston
UT New Theater production “70 Secrets of Marmalade Kittens” runs April 19, 24, 27 at 8 p.m. and 
April 20 at 2 p.m. 
that sometimes requires 
multiple attempts before 
feeling the high. However, 
once this high is attained, it 
can even be reached using 
placebo cigarettes.
On the whole, the high 
is safe, albeit mildly addic-
tive. Animal research sug-
gests that a lethal dose of 
marijuana is about 40,000 
times larger than what one 
inhales during typical us-
age, and even an overdose 
is rarely cause for alarm 
— users may feel sick, but 
still usually recover with-
in a few hours without 
any medical assistance.
Though safe in terms of 
lethality, marijuana doesn’t 
come without risks. The 
drug affects short-term 
memory, the ability to think 
and concentrate and per-
ception of time and coor-
dination, though the per-
manence of these effects is 
unclear. While mice given 
doses of tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC, the major ac-
tive chemical absorbed into 
the blood) suffer from im-
paired short-term memory, 
they soon recover without 
lasting damage. 
A systematic review, how-
ever, found that frequent 
smokers are approximately 
twice as likely as non-users 
to suffer from mental ill-
nesses such as depression 
or schizophrenia later in 
life. This may be a result of 
confusing correlation and 
causation — those at risk 
for these diseases may also 
be more likely to find them-
selves drawn to Mary Jane’s 
tempting glare, but it’s still 
something frequent users 
should be aware of.
The links between mari-
juana and cancer also can’t 
be ruled out, but if there 
is an increased risk that 
comes with using the drug, 
it’s not immediately obvi-
ous from epidemiological 
studies. Marijuana features 
many of the same carcino-
gens as tobacco, but few 
people smoke the equiva-
lent of a pack or more a day, 
so the risk is mitigated. One 
study did report an eight-
fold increase in lung can-
cer among pot-aficionados, 
though the experiment 
could have had better con-
trols and, for comparison, 
a lifetime of heavy tobacco 
smoking can increase lung 
cancer risk by more than 
40 times.
Ultimately, though, it 
comes down to costs and 
benefits. Marijuana has 
negative effects that us-
ers should be aware of, but 
it also has many positive 
qualities. The drug helps 
some people deal with 
stress and has also assisted 
many great artists and sci-
entists who credit the drug 
for aiding their creativity. 
Additionally, marijuana 
has been used medically 
to help patients cope with, 
among other things, the 
nausea and lack of appetite 
that accompanies chemo-
therapy treatments. Mod-
eration is key, particularly 
when dealing with drugs, 
and if you or anybody you 
know is letting pot get in 
the way of their life instead 
of enhancing it, it’s time to 
back off.
One shouldn’t need rec-
reational drugs to enjoy life, 
but many find that responsi-
ble marijuana use improves 
their short stay on this 
planet. We only have one 
shot at life — it’d be a shame 
to let fear of a few risks 
stand in the way of living it 
to its fullest.
WEED
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have been here around the 
clock, sleeping in the lab,” 
Nguyen said. “We really have 
no time to go home or do 
much anything else. Once fall 
semester starts and you start 
working on your first sketch 
for your first look, that’s it, 
you give up your life.”
The late nights, the plan-
ning, the manual labor will 
all come to fruition tonight 
at 7:15 p.m. at the Frank Er-
win Center. The program is 
free to the public and features 
events starting at 5:30, with 
an after-party downtown 
to follow the runway show. 
Along with gaining exposure 
for their work, awards will 
be given for Most Innovative 
Collection, Most Marketable 
Collection and Best Evening 
Gown, among others. To the 
officers, committee members 
and designers, the production 
will be the result of months of 
work, and a sigh of relief.
“I feel like I won’t even be 
able to breathe again until 
Saturday, when everything’s 
all done and taken care of,” 
Aguilera said. “I always com-
pare it to being pregnant. 
When I became president 
I was like, ‘Okay, I’m preg-
nant.’ And through the past 
months it’s been like mak-
ing sure everything was all 
in place for when the baby 
arrives…once the show hap-
pens, it’ll be like my baby’s 
finally born.”
however, created a list of 
rules that had to be fol-
lowed in order for the play 
to be performed. Every 
production of the play must 
have a local beneficiary that 
helps end violence against 
women and girls.  
The Austin production 
of “The Vagina Mono-
logues” has two local ben-
eficiaries. The first being 
The Central Texas Coali-
tion Against Human Traf-
ficking, an organization 
working to help minors 
who were forced into the 
sex trade. The second 
is Empower Art, a non-
profit started by Gorbett 
to help surviving women 
cope with family vio-
lence and sexual violence 
they have faced. 
Gorbett said the cast, 
who often refer to them-
selves as vagina warriors, 
represent a wide range of 
women including teachers, 
law enforcement, come-
dians, actresses or women 
who have never been on 
stage before.  
Cast member Adriana 
Duarte, discovered “The 
Vagina Monologues” while 
working for the Austin 
Police Department Vic-
tim Services as a coun-
selor for female audience 
members in case they were 
triggered by the material 
in the play. Because she 
was empowered by the 
play, Duarte began getting 
more involved. 
“Hearing the word ‘va-
gina’ over and over again in 
this context makes women 
feel more comfortable with 
it,” Duarte said. “And hear-
ing a description of an or-
gasm, or of the anatomy of 
the vagina that we all know 
but we don’t talk about be-
cause it’s not politically cor-
rect. And also to demystify 
the word ‘vagina’, and take 
power away from the offen-
sive words that are used to 
describe the vagina.” 
Susie Gidseg, fellow cast 
member, said the female 
genitalia is surrounded by 
a social stigma. 
“Why is it not okay to 
have sexuality and to have 
body parts?” Gidseg said. 
“I still don’t know. But us 
putting it out there forces 
people to realize that if 
they blush when they say 
or hear ‘vagina’, some-
thing’s up.”
Gorbett said the play is 
a good medium to educate 
people about the violence 
women face, but par-
ticularly the violence that 
young women face. 
“Unfortunately young 
women, whether they’re in 
elementary school, junior 
high or high school, are ex-
posed to these things that 
the play is talking about,” 
Gorbett said. “Whether it’s 
rape or incest, or teen dat-
ing violence, these are real 
things that effect people 
here in Austin but also all 
over the world. The thing 
that is important, that 
I think even a teenager 
could see is the overall 
strength and the bravery it 
takes to tell your story.”
Cast member, Roxana 
Ortega-Hart, said she hopes 
women watch the play and 
realize there are women 
all over the world experi-
encing these issues. Work-
ing in the Family Violence 
Unit for the Austin Police 
Department, Ortega-Hart 
feels a personal connection 
with the play’s manifesto. 
“Through my job I work 
with a lot of victims, so I 
feel like I’m doing this on 
behalf of those victims,” 
Ortega-Hart said. 
Gorbett said “The Va-
gina Monologues” isn’t 
against the male sex or 
“anti-man” at all. The play 
attempts to educate au-
diences about violence 
against women while get-
ting people to talk about 
women’s issues. 
“The play is a call to 
action,” Gorbett said. “It 
pushes the envelope and 
forces people to think. 
Some of these issues 
may make you uncom-
fortable, but you’re not 
gonna walk away without 
feeling something.”
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connection between people 
and place is an underlying 
theme in all my plays, I have 
become increasingly inter-
ested in the permeability of 
place: the way one location 
suddenly crashes into anoth-
er, or how two locations live 
on the stage simultaneously.”
“70 Secrets of Marmalade 
Kittens” is set on a rural Iowa 
hog confinement farm, and 
the porcelain kittens act as a 
medium between the audi-
ence and the inner thoughts 
of the characters. The play 
jumps between the period 
before Quinn leaves and the 
effects of her abandonment 
10 years later. 
“The search for home is a 
thematic thread that is very 
much sewn through all of 
my work. Questions of how 
we seek out and claim the 
places we call home, and how 
we balance our geographic 
homes with the homes we 
build in other people have 
always been a core conflict in 
my plays,” Reisman said. 
The kittens attempt to 
show Quinn that happiness 
can be achieved depend-
ing on the lengths she is 
willing to go.  
“I am one of the two kit-
tens in the play. Our char-
acters, the kittens, are the 
bridge in people’s lives. We 
talk to both the audience, 
Quinn, and a few other 
characters,” actor Stephen 
Mabry said. “We connect 
both the passion of the per-
son to their inner needs as a 
human. The play moves fast 
and our characters help push 
the storyline.” 
His kitten counterpart, 
theater and dance sopho-
more Alani Chock, agreed.
“I think the play shows the 
battle most of us have in our 
minds, between doing the 
things we really want to do in 
life, and our responsibilities,” 
Chock said.
Though both Mabry and 
Chock were experiencing 
their first college theater pro-
duction, they were able to 
work on crafting and shaping 
the play. 
“Since this is ‘new theatre’ 
we have been developing the 
play over the past few months 
and lines have been changed, 
altered, switched and omit-
ted,” Mabry said. “Something 
that I have had difficulties 
with is remembering and un-
remembering the lines.”
Because the script was 
constantly changing, the cast 
had to adapt to new lines and 
scenes. This posed some dif-
ficulties for the kittens that 
both speak in unison, over-
laps and undercuts. How-
ever, this flexibility also gives 
the members the opportu-
nity to transform the script. 
“Our work in production 
has been to lean into and 
embody the fluid, transfor-
mational elements of the 
story that Gabby referred to 
as core to this play, investi-
gating how we might both 
clearly establish separate 
places, different times, and 
then begin to blur the lines in 
a way that feels cohesive and 
authentic to the story Gabby 
has created,” Hutchison said. 
“There is magic in this world, 
and the potential for person-
al transformations that run 
even deeper than leaps across 
time and space.” 
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that sometimes requires 
multiple attempts before 
feeling the high. However, 
once this high is attained, it 
can even be reached using 
placebo cigarettes.
On the whole, the high 
is safe, albeit mildly addic-
tive. Animal research sug-
gests that a lethal dose of 
marijuana is about 40,000 
times larger than what one 
inhales during typical us-
age, and even an overdose 
is rarely cause for alarm 
— users may feel sick, but 
still usually recover with-
in a few hours without 
any medical assistance.
Though safe in terms of 
lethality, marijuana doesn’t 
come without risks. The 
drug affects short-term 
memory, the ability to think 
and concentrate and per-
ception of time and coor-
dination, though the per-
manence of these effects is 
unclear. While mice given 
doses of tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC, the major ac-
tive chemical absorbed into 
the blood) suffer from im-
paired short-term memory, 
they soon recover without 
lasting damage. 
A systematic review, how-
ever, found that frequent 
smokers are approximately 
twice as likely as non-users 
to suffer from mental ill-
nesses such as depression 
or schizophrenia later in 
life. This may be a result of 
confusing correlation and 
causation — those at risk 
for these diseases may also 
be more likely to find them-
selves drawn to Mary Jane’s 
tempting glare, but it’s still 
something frequent users 
should be aware of.
The links between mari-
juana and cancer also can’t 
be ruled out, but if there 
is an increased risk that 
comes with using the drug, 
it’s not immediately obvi-
ous from epidemiological 
studies. Marijuana features 
many of the same carcino-
gens as tobacco, but few 
people smoke the equiva-
lent of a pack or more a day, 
so the risk is mitigated. One 
study did report an eight-
fold increase in lung can-
cer among pot-aficionados, 
though the experiment 
could have had better con-
trols and, for comparison, 
a lifetime of heavy tobacco 
smoking can increase lung 
cancer risk by more than 
40 times.
Ultimately, though, it 
comes down to costs and 
benefits. Marijuana has 
negative effects that us-
ers should be aware of, but 
it also has many positive 
qualities. The drug helps 
some people deal with 
stress and has also assisted 
many great artists and sci-
entists who credit the drug 
for aiding their creativity. 
Additionally, marijuana 
has been used medically 
to help patients cope with, 
among other things, the 
nausea and lack of appetite 
that accompanies chemo-
therapy treatments. Mod-
eration is key, particularly 
when dealing with drugs, 
and if you or anybody you 
know is letting pot get in 
the way of their life instead 
of enhancing it, it’s time to 
back off.
One shouldn’t need rec-
reational drugs to enjoy life, 
but many find that responsi-
ble marijuana use improves 
their short stay on this 
planet. We only have one 
shot at life — it’d be a shame 
to let fear of a few risks 
stand in the way of living it 
to its fullest.
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Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit 
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14
15 16 17
18 19 20 21
22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29
30 31 32
33 34 35 36
37 38
39 40 41 42 43 44
45 46 47 48
49 50 51 52
53 54 55 56
57 58 59
60 61 62
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Today’s solution will appear here tomorrow
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
Crop it out, or it’ll be the the shes for ya!
t
8 3 6 2 4 9 7 5 1
4 9 7 3 1 5 2 8 6
1 5 2 6 8 7 3 9 4
6 2 8 5 7 3 4 1 9
9 7 1 4 2 8 5 6 3
5 4 3 9 6 1 8 2 7
7 1 5 8 9 4 6 3 2
2 8 4 1 3 6 9 7 5
3 6 9 7 5 2 1 4 8
6 1 5 3 8 2 7 4 9
3 8 4 9 5 7 1 2 6
9 7 2 4 6 1 8 5 3
4 5 6 2 1 3 9 8 7
7 9 1 8 4 5 3 6 2
8 2 3 7 9 6 4 1 5
2 4 8 6 7 9 5 3 1
5 3 7 1 2 4 6 9 8
1 6 9 5 3 8 2 7 4
 1  3     9
 8 4   7   6
 7     8 5 
4 5 6 2  3   
        
   7  6 4 1 5
 4 8     3 
5   1   6 9 
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Anticipation hung heavy in 
the air of the University Fash-
ion Group’s general meeting 
Tuesday. Business-as-usual 
points were quickly attended 
to and members scattered af-
ter announcements to meet 
with their committees. It was 
crunch time, and the organi-
zation’s biggest event, the an-
nual University of Texas Fash-
ion Show, was looming.
“You kind of feel like you’re 
being stretched in a million 
different directions at this 
point,” UFG President An-
geli Aguilera said of her tasks 
leading up to the show. “You 
have to cover just every detail 
that if you went to the show 
you might not even notice, 
but if you’re putting on the 
show, you have to cover if you 
want it to be good.
Thursday marks the 14th 
annual fashion show, a show-
case of senior textile and ap-
parel design students’ collec-
tions. The event has grown 
in attendance almost tenfold 
since its inception in 1997. 
That year had about 500 in 
the audience; last year’s show, 
“Contour,” drew more than 
5,000. After months of prepa-
ration, this year’s production, 
“Transcend,” hopes to grow in 
scope even more.
“We hope to match last 
year, if not more,” said UFG’s 
director of public relations 
Elizabeth Allensworth. “This 
year we have an actual seating 
chart which is a new thing, 
with assigned seating for our 
VIP guests. At this point we 
pretty much have everything 
ready to go, making sure ev-
erything is done for the front-
of-house, VIP areas, making 
sure our special guests are still 
coming and ready to go.”
All of the details are taken 
care of by six different com-
mittees that ensure every-
thing from securing and 
dressing models to building 
the stage and winning over 
sponsors are taken care of in 
time for the show. Planning 
starts months in advance. 
“A lot of the planning work 
starts in late fall, like picking 
the theme and getting PR 
releases out,” Vice President 
Tyler Neal said. “It’s impor-
tant to get that done early 
on so we can start finding 
sponsors in time to get ev-
erything paid for. Then most 
of the work is done January 
through March.”
Meanwhile, upstairs in 
room 212 of Gearing Hall, 
designers cut and stitched 
the finishing touches on the 
garments they would put on 
display to thousands in a mat-
ter of days. Discarded fabric 
littered the tables of the room 
that had been, for the past few 
days, more or less home for 
the designers participating in 
the show. Textiles and apparel 
design senior Bang Nguyen 
pinned up a sequined vest on 
a mannequin before stopping 
to speak.
“It looks a lot better in per-
son, on the model,” Nguyen 
said. “On the mannequin it 
just looks so wide and boxy.”
Details like these, making 
adjustments to the garments 
so that they fit properly on 
the models, are just one more 
thing to consider for the stu-
dents who already put in 
overtime to make sure their 
collections are runway-ready.
“Since the weekend, people 
The shock value of say-
ing “vagina” out loud in 
public is not lost on the cast 
members of “The Vagina 
Monologues,” whose pur-
pose is to encourage wom-
en to be more comfortable 
with their bodies. 
Created 15 years ago by 
Eve Ensler, “The Vagina 
Monologues,” sets out to 
confront society’s social 
restrictions on women’s 
sexuality while raising 
awareness about violence 
against women.
Laramie Gorbett, pro-
ducer and cast member 
of the Austin production 
of “The Vagina Mono-
logues,” said the play por-
trays women from diverse 
backgrounds discuss-
ing issues that are often 
considered taboo.
“I think the idea is to give 
a voice to things we don’t 
really talk about,” Gorbett 
said. “Including our bodies 
and our vaginas and sex and 
sexuality, but also sexual 
violence. What started out 
as just a few women’s sto-
ries has turned into literally 
a global movement. That’s 
the whole idea: to give a 
voice to those who have 
experienced violence, and 
to inspire empowerment, 
and to motivate people 
to take action.” 
Ensler interviewed 200 
women about their bodies, 
sex, sexuality, good experi-
ences and bad experiences. 
From these women’s sto-
ries, she created “The Va-
gina Monologues;” a fun 
and comical celebration of 
women and their vaginas, 
but also a serious discus-
sion of women’s issues. 
Starting on Broadway, 
the play received quick at-
tention, and expanded 
internationally. Ensler, 
Kelsey McKinney, Life & Arts Editor 
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By Alexandra Hart
Fashion show ‘makes it work’
Debby Garcia | Daily Texan Staff 
TOP: Senior design student Cecillia Vu adds finishing touches to 
her garment Wednesday afternoon as final preperation for the 
14th annual Textiles & Apparel Fashion Show. 
ABOVE: Apparel professor Karen Bravo and her students hang up 
garments for the “Cotton Room” presentation at the Erwin center. UFG continues on page 10
EVENT PREVIEW
Monologues celebrate the female voice
Shweta Gulati | Daily Texan Staff
Jeane Rich and other cast members rehearse the ‘Vagina Monologues.’ The play attempts to confront 
social restrictions on women’s sexuality and educate audiences about violence against women.
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Marijuana’s criticisms 
weeded out by culture
The past 100 years have 
shown a major shift in the 
public’s perception of mari-
juana. What we now under-
stand to be a fairly mild drug 
was once considered a major 
threat to society, as reflected 
in popular entertainment of 
the time. In the 1936 cult hit 
“Reefer Madness,” two in-
nocent teenagers turn into 
sex-crazed murderers af-
ter experimenting with the 
drug. In the climax of Whit 
Masterson’s novel “Badge 
of Evil,” the villains inject 
a character with marijuana 
(which in reality requires an 
IV) until she’s no longer the 
same person. Indeed, even 
James Bond helped spread 
the propaganda. In the 
novel “Casino Royale,” he 
describes a gunman’s killer 
instinct, noting that it could 
only have come from a drug. 
Which drug? “Marihuana, 
decided Bond.”
Our views have relaxed 
since then. If we see pot in a 
movie, it’s more likely to be 
smoked by Harold and Ku-
mar than by a serial killer. 
Nowadays, no other illegal 
drug is as popular as mari-
juana, with one in 15 high 
school seniors admitting to 
smoking nearly every day. 
The drug, rather than induc-
ing violence, does exactly 
the opposite, offering feel-
ings of elation, lowered in-
hibitions and an increased 
appetite, all of which peak 
around 15 to 45 minutes af-
ter inhalation. First-time us-
ers might not respond to it at 
all, since marijuana offers an 





SEX continues on page 10
THEATER
Theater Project presents student collaboration
 The visions of four grad-
uate playwrights are about 
to come to life. The Univer-
sity of Texas New Theater 
Project has premiered 14 
new plays collaborated on 
by playwrights, directors, 
designers and aspiring pro-
duction undergraduates in 
its six years of production. 
Many of the plays have gone 
on to receive national ac-
claim and go onto produc-
tions around the country. 
“I created the program 
in 2007 to give graduat-
ing playwrights a chance to 
showcase a play they had 
written during their time at 
UT,” Stephen Dietz, creator 
and curator of UT New The-
ater, said. “UTNT celebrates 
the collaborative contribu-
tions of our M.F.A. direc-
tors and designers, as well 
as talented undergrads both 
onstage and backstage.”
Different styles of presen-
tations are exhibited in the 
10-day event. This year, two 
of the works are fully staged 
productions and two are 
staged readings. Each play-
wright is assigned a director 
and production staff. The 
students bring their visions 
to fruition with the help of 
local actors and professional 
guest artists.
One of the plays exhib-
ited this year is “70 Secrets 
of Marmalade Kittens,” 
written by Gabrielle Reis-
man, a graduate student 
in the theater and dance 
program, and directed by 
Jess Hutchinson, an M.F.A. 
candidate in directing. The 
play tells the story of Quinn, 
a woman who considers 
abandoning her family and 
rural life who turns to a pair 
of ceramic  kittens for 
consolation and advice.
Reisman explores how 
a place can affect a char-
acter’s changing identity 
in her play. 
“I am fascinated by the 
permeability of charac-
ter — how one character 
transforms into another,” 
Reisman said. “Though the 
By Olivia Arena UTNT celebrates the 
collaborative contributions of our 
M.F.A. directors and designers, 
as well as talented undergrads...
 — Stephanie Dietz, creator and curator of UT New Theater
PLAY continues on page 10
WEED continues on page 10
bit.ly/dt-marijuana
bit.ly/dtvid
University Fashion Group to unveil 
seniors’ work in year-end showcase 
Illustration by Marty Eischeid | Daily Texan Staff 
Been eating your greens?  
Fortify with the Science Scene video:
More on the Austin fashion industry with our video
bit.ly/dt-austintopmodel
 “Transcend,”
 UT Fashion Show
When: Thursday, April 18 at 7:15 p.m.
Where: Frank Erwin Center
Website: universityfashiongroup.com
